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erybodyt

n Pusan on a visit and here I can pick up some news. I got real news
elf on arrival to the effect that the ship with my Jeep Station Wagon
into port and for the past 24 hours I have been indulging in the lux-

ov private transportation. What a difference it makes, and tomarrow the
buggy Bill be transported to the island where it will be of inestimable help
in getting around to the compounds. l'fce been having difficulty getting
Communion cups enough for World Communion Sunday, we will need about 2,000
and the local stocks of paper cups are depleted and glass or metal oups are
out of the question. These ingenious PQW's can make trays out of cast-off
cans but small cups in great numbers is beyond them. Here are some scoops.
The word from Taegu is that the new seminary has 500 students. Imagine that.
Where they’ll live and where class rooms will be found is a mystery. The
two larger churches there are being used for class rooms for the presbytery
and regular classes, and the Adams house over on the other side of the valley
from the compound is being pressed into dormitory use. The Taegu Christians
have given the money tc build three new buildings on the ladd beside the
.Adams house and that will make a nice site for a seminary. Word also came to-
omy that Stan Soldau is arriving Saturday from America by air. No details
about the auspices under which he is coming or how long he will be here or
what he plans to do other than meet the Korean leaders whom he knows and who
all know him. I did hear that some Memphis churches had made the trip finan-
cially possible. Permission has been granted for Helen and Catherine Mackenzie
daughters of the Australian Dr. Mackenzie to come to Korea. Helen is an M.'D.

and Catherine is a nurse. This morning Dr. Abernathy, Southern Baptist, who
w&3 in Seoul a short while before the Red attack last year, turned up and tol
us of the Baptists 1 plans. He was in China and has apparently been able to
persuade his Hoard to get busy here. He has acquired a large property hero
in Pusan, sufficient to make three apartments on the second floor, with space
for both a churoh and a dispensary on the first. A doctor and a nurse are
arriving soon from America with more to follow and another ord -lined man Ijt on
hia way. Abernathy reported distributing *20,Q00.oo in ,, rehabllltating ,, 18
Baptist churches in the past four months. Ididn f t know there were that many
Baptist congregations around but there must be. This new property occupies
nearly a city block, and its all the more surprising how easily the Baptists
acquired it for the Aiethodists are still without a place here after all these

f
months although I heard today they have Just about reached a decision about /

a house. Abernathy said the Korean Government helped them find the property
a former Japanese establishment. John Underwood has been assigned to both
Chung Ju and Seoul (*uite a parish!), and he is now teaching 21 hours a week
in the Chung Ju Institute where they have 70 students. The Korean pastors
make up the faculty. Three middle school groups, KyungSin (John D. Wells),

-

Sung Sil (Pyeng Yang), and Te Kwang ( Han Kyung Chik's Seoul School) are

apparently ready to unite in one boys* middle school here in Pusan, and sim-
ilarly three girls' schools. Chung Sin (Seoul), lung Ke, (P.Y.<) and Po Dung
(uyun Chun) are going together under the leadership of Kim Pll Ae of Chung Sin

Dr. Li Yawng Sul of Severance dropped in this morning and I garnered the fol-
lowing from him: Severence Hospital in Seoul is in pretty good condition. A

direct hit left a hole in the roof and nearly all the windows are out but it

c&n be readily put back into shape. One of the armies, either American or
British occupied the hospital after the recapture of Seoul and whent hey left

t2>ok all the beds, tables. Just about everything with xizk them which of course f

is to be expected in war. UNKRA (United Nations Korea Rehabilitation Agency)
successor to E.C.A. (Marshall Plan) is on the Job and unofficial promises have >
been given by Sir Arthur Ruoker in charge that when the rehabilitation gets X *
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golng Severence will be the first on the liet of the Seoul hospitals. This <

after Sir Arthur ahd vlBited all the Seoul hospitals. At present there 1 b

only one doctor and three laborers at Severence doing as much as that many

men could do In the way of medicine and guarding the property. Jr. u. 3.

Kim who used to usher at the Seoul Foreign Church Is In charge of the Happy

Mountain Orphanage Hospital In Pusan, an Institution started by an army

chapfcaln, equlped with X-rays, etc., given by Masonic and other groups.

3. Kim Is Vice Pres, of Severence. Severence also has a hospital on

ifu Jah do where they have been a great blessing to the thousands of refugees

but at present there Is considerable pressure being exerted for this hospital

group to go to Tae Jun ( Tal den), and Y1 Yawng Sul was on his way to both

places to try and reach a decision on the move. Another 3everence Hospital

Is operating at vun Ju, a temporary Institution with about AO workers that

treats about 50 patients a day and then sends them by train to Taegu for

further treatment. Yi said there were no plans to move Severneoe back to

Seoul before next Spring. Oh yeB, almost forgot, word Is that Otto De C„mp

will be back here soon. I heard the date of hlB arrival in Japan and from

there he Join the ranks of husbands who forsake wives, sons, daughters, and

property and come to the land of the Morning Calm. And I should add that

he will be another who will receive a hundred fold more of everything In this

life and also In the life to come. These husbands are & lonely crew with

a pictures of families brightening otherwise dull walls and shelves but not a

onto otgxykrm of them would be anywhere else. As ^chaplain put It this Is where

the important things In the world today are happening and fcf a man wants to

have a part in settling the significant issues of the day he s got to be here

and stay here, A number of recently captured prisoners have turned up at the

camp and the other day I had conversation with two of them. Numbers are re-

stricted Information but you'll be Interested to know that nearly ten percent

of the bunch that entered the compound were In ohurch the next Sunday morning.

These two particular H s came from the far nprthea§$_
i
and northwest corners

the country. I he follow from near 01 Ju got hlB training In Manchuria. I

,-ralsed the question of transportation with them, how they got from Manchuria

and from near the Russian border in N. E. Korea. Answer, 7e walked. And

you know where the line Is nowadays. *ult* a few of them surrendered. They

salrd broadcasts were made to them from planea to laydown their arms and be

at peace and they were delighted at the treatment In the Camo. They said

they were nearly starved and that things were nost difficult up north. Aside

from the old men all men of the churches were tied up and marched off, "here?

We don’t know". The younger ones into the army I suppose. This past week

on© of the compounds with several thousand POWs put on an athletic meet and

I was among the invited guests. As the show progressed the American officers

were unanimous in their praise of the ambition, the ingenuity and the organi-

zation of it. Whistles were blown and out came a managerle, lions, dragons,

monkeys, glints - 8 feet high and four feet wide, clowns, imps, African oushman

Saeh batallion had its orchestra. The races were not only fast but novel, *

some no American had ever seen. For example five men with men standing in

back of each other had their left legs all roped together and the rights

together, and then teams of these five races, requiring great skill. Runners

raced to a place where they picked up names of spectators to run around the

track and one fellow came yelling for me. He made me run so fast I was etirr

for two days. The rate of exchange now is 12,500 wun for a dollar,

that is that's what we get from the Korean bank.

Cordially

Harold •

( The Jeep Station wagon mentioned is a gift from Youth For Christ through

Bob Pierce. Ed)
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Dear Everybody:

LOn » ou Gen. Depot
A. P. c. 59, c/o Postmaster
San Francisco, California

October 1 , 1951
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listen intently to what we have to say. The ceremonies consisted of Gospel*songs, prayer, an address, the awarding of the diplomas, the distribution of
prizes (English-Japanese dictionaries, fountain pens, books in Japanese on
R1 K1 a onh a a 1 oarS r>pn^1 1 n 1 nnH urAet 1 n<ro Pr»r»m 4- Vi a fA a «
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a row audience is something novpl in itself. The remarks are usually brief
and one man stressed this idea, "We meet here not as POW'S and a commanding
officer, but as Christians. I salute you as a brother in Christ pet., that

was intensely signlgicant, of course. Another commander made an out and out

appeal, "I am glad to see so many of you embracing Christianity, and to those

who are Christians I hope you'll be winning someone else, one by one, to the

Saviour". A representative of each graduatlhg bIkh group was asked to give

a 'bAPSA*, make a response after the sermon, and in general they were to this

effect. "We're deeply grateful for the privilege of studing the Bible while

in the camp. Its true that physically we are prisoners, but through Christ

we have true spiritual liberty. Out- hope is that having Ikikid learned con-

siderable about the Bible through the study of this course we will be enabled

to live it out in wortny actions here". My, but 1 Was pleased and grateful.

In one compound a number of old men over 60 turned up and I had two of them

sing, "Yes, Jesus Loves Me" as part of the service. They did it credibly and

the crowd was greatly interested in seeing the old fellows up front holding

their ewn. A Total of 257 graduated, 316 took the exams but we figured it

it would be wise to have 59 of them repeat. I quote these numbers to show

you that we are trying to maintain standarAa . And let me tell you that mark-

ing the papers and deciding the prizes for the graduates in each compound was

a time-consuming Job. And now we're all ready to enroll a new batch in the

New Testament course and begin the Old Testament. The delay in the arrival

of the 0. T.s is the only thing holding us up. The working of the Holy Spirit

la fascinating to watch here. Because flare-ups a few weeks ago the ^hris-

tains were removed ( for their own protection) from some of the compounds,

and in two of them this is what has happened. One day in visiting where no

Christians were supposed to be , a POW came out and asked. Can t you have i

someone eome here and hold services?" "Why", I said, "I understood there were

no Christians here anymore". (We'd planned to get back but hadn t had time;.

"Ohm there are a number here". And when a service was announced 41 turned up.

This afternoon I went to a compound to which four Christians had returned

after all of them had previously been removed: a hundred were present and

one of the four reminded me, "These are all new Christians, speak simply to

them". Amazing, isn't it? The Chinese put on a field day this week and it

Was tons, dragon dances, animal Bhows, a first class carnival, and tne

outfits were improvised out of next to nothing. What ingenuity these fellows

have and how tirelessly they work away. The costumes were wonderfully

artistic and varied, all kinds of stuff.

Yours Harold.
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Dear Everybody:

From this date you will recognize this as Worll Wide Communion Sunday, and we

decided to observe It here In our POW congregations. It has been a historic

day one of the happiest In my life, and I'm sure I'll never forget It. It

makes me Increasingly grateful for the Joy of this ministry. Here are some

details ‘ after the heat and vacations of the summer we felt It was time for

another Bible Correspondence Course graduation and tentatively arranged for

graduation ceremonies In each compound for the last Sunday In September and

the communion Service today, the first Sunday of the month. But we soon dis-

covered that holding the examinations of the Cor. Course is a terrific Job.

After all it covers the whole New Testament and a student can't be expected

to carry chapter subjects and leading verses, numbers of parables and mlrae

cles, of all 27 books in his head for one grand, comprehensive test. So, we

have divided the 12 sections of the course into four parts and hold the four

successive examinations in every compound which are less now but when we

started numbered 20. In other words conducting the exams meant holding 80

different ones, and It was not only a terrific Job giving the exams but mark-

ing them. The later of course was delegated to the Korean pastors. We soon

4 that we'd never get through by the end of September and so planned to

(

" Hi*" IffiXl* wSTB Communion Sorvloe. But .hen th.rom other

complications, namely, the necessity for getting busy on catechumen and

baptism exams took time away from the Cor. Course. Those of you who' ve been

in
P
Korea know that we usually give the Cat. exams individually when possible

and -then by twos when mmi necessary. Therefore when we found that In one

church we had nearly 300 cat. and 80 bap. exams we were stumped for a whole

Presbytery of pastors would be necessary to do the thorough questioning the

lob demanded. So, to we time and effort and get the work done we decided

i 0 give written cat. and bap. exams and even that kept us going days. Also

we had to figure on about 2,000 communicants and to get trays and cups for

that many was Impossible as far as standard equipment was concerned. But a

POW campuls an Ideal place for lmprovision and ingenuity. We simply passed

the word on to some of the POW church leaders and they In turn got their friends

In the respective compound carpenter/* shops busy and yesterday evening, B

on schedule, we had 15 trays with a capacity for 50 cups each delivered to us.

They had previously produced 3,000 paper cups, a plentiful supply, b? fj
filling the trpys our needs were easily met. When it came to the bread, the

staff chaplain here helped out with five large boxes of Jewish motsa the un

leavened crackers, ideal for our use. What a day. ^ad a total o ^bllgh
baptisms and 573 catechumens. It was my great Joy P

nreclous
250 as catechumens, a glorious experience for one day. 0^, it was a prec:

1

Savl-ur" My Korean Pastor asked tfie for candles, there was no illumination

in till r homes. An hour later I opened a package from Claire Bruen that was

fillei with candles only slightly UBedllt Drs. Scott and Frazfcr, Canadian

are arriving on the island tomarrow to visit their Hamheung refugee/* friend

here

,

Cordially,
Harold
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Dear Friends:

laolaln Harold Vo elkel
Chaplain Section, 60 Gen Depot
A. P.0.59, c/o Postmaster
San Francisco, California.

October 21, 1951

I&ve been reading Moffett’s Translation of the N. T. lately and I
f d like

to quote Romans 8:28 from which I've received a great blessing;
11We know also that those who love God, those who have been called
in terms of His purpose. Have His aid and interest in everything *

What a promise for these days to be assured that we have God's help and
concern in EVERYTHING. I've Just been to Pusan and back and I think I'll
give you some news items I picked up there. Bill Shaw is back as a member
of the Methodist Mission, having resigned his chaplaincy in the army. He
was occupying the former Japanese house the Methodists bought. It is a

little further from the center of town than the Presbyterian house and
is two story whereas the latter is single story. There's a yard with
space enough to park cars# Charlie Sauers is remaining on at the Austral-
ian house for a little while since he has an office built in the basement.
Drs. Scott and Frazer, Canadians, are at the Australians together titfc with
Geroge Fitch and the new Y. M.C.A. man whose name I've forgotten. And also
Henry Appenzeller , Church World Service representative. The two Holiness
young fellows, Ed Kilbourne and Paul Haines are temporarily at the Presby.
House, not fully decided whether to go on with the Holiness Seminary in

Pusan or try to move it it? Seoul. As long as Pusan remains the" Capitol"

,

the home of the President, Legislature, American Embassy, etc., students
and others prefer to stay on. Scott and Frazer returned from Seoul the day

I met them and they passed on these experiences. They rode on the G.I. train
free, from Pusan to Seoul, a twelve hour trip from 7 PM to 7 AM the next
morning, in a comfortable lower berth. From the Seoul Station they walked
to the Methodist toung Dong compound where they expected to find L. A. Ander-
son formerly of Song -3a, but he wasn't there and they then started walking
to the Presby. Yung Dong compound. Street cars run from East Gate only aB

far as the street leading to the Capitol building. There at 8 In the morn-
ing they got on acar that had only about 10 passengers. Now for anyone who

has seen the packed street cars in Seoul with the block-long cues of people

waiting, this is a forceful commentary on the fewness of the people in Seoul.

In making reservations to return to Pusan they learned that the train had
been delayed getting to Seoul that day due to an attack between Taiku and
Taejun (Taiden) by guerrillas who burned a police box and tore up rails at

a small station. But what Seoul may lack in population is made up in Taejun
where before the war there were 130,000 people but now there are 200,000

and this is the city you'll remember that was almost totally destroyed. The

churches there report big gains, some as high as 300^ increases. An orphanage

has been started there in connection with the union project of Methodists,

Salvation Army, Southern and Northern Presbyterians. Boyer of the Southern

Mission besides itinerating his country churches, carrying on Soon Chun

Station alone, gets up to Taejun for a visit from time to time to help fill

in his days". The Civil Assistance Corps of the U. S. Army is starting a

rehousing project in Taejun, giving lumber and cement to a family wishing

to build a house if the family will follow the C.A. C. plans and put up a

million and a half Won. As yet only 40 families have signed up, whereas

400 were • expected to do so. The house is ‘Very practical design, very much

like the house the mission built on our Yung Dong compound for the Adams

chauffeur. Mr. Crothers has become a feig-time operater. The story is that

the army was taring flip down a wooden bridge ( for what purpose I don t know-

to put up a concrete one I suppose) and Mr. C. got approval to make the lumber

available for churches. He borrowed the Taegu big truck and 30 truck loads

of lumber , much of it new, was obtained.

Arch G mpbell has gone into the orphanage business adding that to his other
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varied responsibilities. Bob Pierce gave seven million Wun for an orphanage

in memory of his father and Arch has had a very neat new building erected

on the Taegu road that leads out past the leperosarium, and the encouraging

thing about it is that a Military Police outfit, U. S. Army is under writ-

ing the financial support of it. This group of G. I.’s have taken on the

orphanages in Seoul, Pusan and Taegu. And a group of Masons in the U. S.

A my are supporting the Eden orphanage, also in Taegu. G. I.s are generous,

aren't they? While in the Pusan army chapel a chaplain came in looking for

Charlie Stokes with the announcement that his men had given il,300.oo to

rebuild a church building that had been destroyed in Charlie's area.

As yet Stanley Soltau hasn't arrived and wd surmise the delay is due to

difficulty in getting clearance from the authorities in Japan. Dr. George

Buttrick, the New York Madison Ave. Church pastor who was to visit Korea

was Y likewise prevented from coming because he couldn't get the green -light

from the army authorities in Tokyo. Its interesting how some do and some

don't get permission. For a few weeks now a Youth for Christ man, Everett

Swanson, Swedish Baptist has been over here holding meetings among both

Koreans and G. I.s. He rode in a railroad gondola freight car part of the

wav to Seoul. He wrote me about coming to the POA' C^mp in a letter dated

August 18th from Osaka which I received recently, some delay. Have I men-

tioned previously that Chosen Christian University is carrying on in tents

on the island of Yung Do, part of Pusan City? They have 400 students. The

Southern Presbyterians have opened up the Kwang Ju hospital after its being

closed for over ten years. Dr. Herbert Coddington and Mrs Bruce Cummings,

nurse/, are the two missionaries on the job. Bruce Cumming, the husband, is

with me here in POW work. John Talmadge of Mokpo turned up at the Presby-

terian House while I was thej®and reported 150 in His Bible Institute, 300

in the girl’s middle school, and 400 refugees living on the compound. Here

in the POW Camp weSve been able to get back to our large outdoor meetings.

For Quite a time with the examinations for the catechumenate and baptism

and correspondence course we've been tied down to the congregations, but

with the exams over we- started out on general meetings and the attention

and response was most encouraging. When I got them to reciting
(

Seri ptur

I asked a fellow when he had learned the verse and he replied, A year ago

in Inchun': that's something for a POW who as yet haB not lined up "iththe

church to remember a verse of Scripture a year. How well the POws are look-

ing these days. I heard of a ^funnyone the other day. When a mother learned

how much her boy in the camp here was getting to eat, she sent wort n°l to

try and get released for he was getting so much more to eat here than he

would in society. Some days ago I got a letter from Mr. Cr°^e™ asj^?S

me to look up an Andong boy. I went to the record section and they had

difficulty finding his card and while looking for another man B ^ *,//

fellow looked over my shoulder and asked, Who is it you^ are looking or

and it turned out that he was the Andong fellow, working fight there in

the office. What a coincident The Camp authorities have decided

name a medical building after Gerald Martin. The ceremony will be heid

next Friday and I'll have the details for you next week. He was most highly

thought of and his colleagues can't do enough to show their appreciation

of his work and of his fine spirit. We have the foiiowing Wttw enrollments

for the Bible c»r. Course, 529 N. T., 555 0. T. Keep praying everybody,

that the work done here may be through and genuine, that these feilo s D

encouraged and strengthened in their faith and kept tru~
^nmnounds

tlon. Today I learned of a hundred new believers in one of the

Its a terrific responsibility to train these men and get them established

in the Word. We are counting on you all standing by us.

Cordially,

Harold
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Chaplain Harold Voelkel
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Dear Everybody:

„ , , A n+ + r. n« ramn lust arrived from Japan and States, He Joins

£ mi, hi. he broueht . Jeep Sl.tlon
the group oi iamiiy

, , , d material with more to come. One of

?hf°reallv
a
fine

P
thlnRB that I'd wandered about many times but just now saw

subject., both Old end New
[„teJeot and Instruction to the

s^ag-SSfetessstssK:
' M^feSHSS^&la^Sfr

The two Holiness missionaries, ^d iAlb
t
,, At present their seminary

ing for a house to buy in Pusan amo 6 with 85*men and a women's seminary
is ooe rating in Tong Ney, suburb

, h 8chools up to
at l&asan, about 25. M soon as they ^Ham^eS has been repaired.
Seoul where ^heir property^ J Lselonary. .ep with Harry Hill you can
Another guest is JOlukMlll

* household but of coarse comfortable and con-
aopreciate that we are a crowds

than usually characterizes missionary
genial with no less humor and lau^t.J than

of the times drives us
grouos . And prayer f.Howshlp too,

theological Seminary president now-
to God as never before. Campbell is

. h . a Tae fl.u institution with
adays and as a Princeton alumnuB began

tie^Taegu^ei. is better than
his alma mater and reached the conclusion t

. Tae -U president teaches

Princeton, fleet bec.u.e It. “seer, .ore •<£*««.,^“bifoLpSeU etyle.
.or. cle.ee. th.n Princeton 'tc^*te.^l ^ Seoul, The Tune B.k church
Han Kyung Jlk dropped in to tell us oi ni v

refu lng for the second
refugees originally from north h

groups, about 800 in Seoul worshlpp-
time in the south, la dlvdded Vooo here in Pusan meeting in an orphanage
ing in the fine new church, about 1.000 here in pu

havi ng his flock

(half the congregation outs ids ), aind
a
6
half in the Taegu seminary, so

scattered Han begins teaching for a “^^Lince S. half of the congrega-
he was ov©r to discuss prsparati

t hpnrnhansse here in Pusan will

tlon that has been meeting out in th®. y®£d
, ter So ^at should he do asked

have to come indoors with the aP°[°*cl
? Ke t anywhere?’ Is there a prospect of

Han Are the fleas©—Fire talks going to g y
. o-ive any more than

s'Sul %ooU rrtumln.* To elch .e "0 Infor.etlon to glee,,
*JJn „„

anybody else. "All we know is what we read In the newspaper ^ beautlfui

being Lie to buy 800 panes of glass a^ t ored Dr MurrJ and Ada Sandell have

Seoul Church which is now completely raster^. Dr. Murr^ ^ place wlt * th

arrived and will be coming oyer to Kuh Jay ^ Do *
tfae aa j 0rlty of the refugees

possibility of opening a medical work ther
ratlon denominationally is

there are from the Ham Kyung
Burns nurse, Canadian is working lnt the

being manifested these days, au > .g^^odlst medical women alias

sss; «» - b.—



in other words they will not he able to sh») clothing from America to Korea-

The explanation given Is that 67 other orga lzat,lons such as the Red Cross,

CARE, etc., have protested that since they are not permitted to operate

here neither should the C.Vf. S. An Army areency Civil Assistance Corps 1«

the official agency to handle all the clothiig, food, and other distributions.

Henry Appenzeller is the C.W.S. man add afte* November 17th can busy^himself

with financial aid to church related groups. That's always in order. Plenty

for everybody to do here. The Methodists be^ln a General Conference November

1st whick will be significant , in fact alread: is. Margaret Billingsley, former

missionary now & Board secretary is here forit^as is Bishop Moore, the former

Southern Methodist Church. He Is a well knowh man In the Orient and has a wide

acquaintance in China, Japan, and Korea as *a, of 5-11 s years of service

here. I had the pleasure of sitting next tb ! h\m at luncheon today and he

shared some interesting experiences with tol(i of visiting General ?llnami

when the Japanese war lord was governor General of Korea and during the con-

versation the General spoke a number of times of the fine work the Methodists

were doing in tforea. Fine people, the et-.odisto , etc. This was shortly be-

fore the war when the Japs were giving us a, bad tine so the Bishop decided to

confront the General with a fact or two and' asked how it was in view of the

fine work the Methodists were doing that the meeting from which the Bishop ha

lust come had 12 policemen watching them. 'Oh' ,
replied Mlnaml, .he Presbyter-

ians have been acting so rascally, the Methodists have to suffer in the co n

-

sequences”. The Bishop enjoyed telling me that story. And he added that wnen

G-n. macArthur ' s guest he enquired of Mlmaml and when he learned that the war

lord was a prisoner of war, asked to see hfem, which MacArthur personally ar-

ranged. Those who met minami at government receptions will remember what R

proud, overbearing individual he was. The Bishop said that when the
_
f°™®r

hv
9

Gen. walked out of the prison he was an old man wi^h hie trousers held up by

a piece of rope, and the Bishop intorducOd hlmselfiwlth the above

recalled him to the Japanese. Then Minaml took hold of the ?i»*°P
^Kop'later

him close for i minuter, actually. Now are the mighty fallen. Th* r

had a Japanese Bible nont hirn. The Korean m. L.b a r' to elect a bishop as a

successor to Bishop Kim and who disappeared when the Red attack
c°ndid°tes or

’

Tune 13S0 i'll trv and have the news for you next week. The candidates, or

«»g tS. cSdl dated are Hying <11 L.. and Fritz Pyun. On. eurprl.e In

connection „ltH the conference 18 the inability of llr.

Board Secretary for Korea, who is in Japan to get clearance for Kcr«. Tne

Methodists explained that it is due to Brumbaugh's membership in the Methodist

Federation for Social Action which has been written up in Reader ®

ethpr macazines as a R d or Pink organization. Apparently membership in t

organization that many^consider tinged with Communism is holding up c earanc .
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Methodists had been showing religious movies in the .on Ju area a
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the site of®
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the Dr. Qerald A. Hartln memorial Health center. 1 he Army
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midair, the sort of thing that vrould happen once out of a million times,
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Dear Everybody:

Greetings from Presbyterian House in Pusan, Listen to the menuj^ tonight,
aandoo-kuk, rice, kimchi ,

beansprouts, ice cream and cake. How does that
sound to the former Koreaites among you. Oh, how delicious the Korean dishes
were. I've been feasting so richly on army steaks and chicken lately I have
no room to voice any complaints whatever but the change to the delicious Korean
dishes was a treat. The cook here has been with missionaries for years;;? in
Syun Chun she knew Olivette. When visiting here at this house one must always
be ready for sudden, unexpected arrivals and sure 'nuff we weren't disappointed
and at ten last night Petrie Mitchell arrived from Kwang Ju. He's the new treas
urer of the S. Pres. Mission. He is making the trip to Pusan to see the Lintons
off, among other things. The Lintons are going on furlough and the report was

that Florence Root had at last agreed to go along but alas; it is a false
alarm for Florence is still in Kwang Ju and will attempt to get some rest on

Wando, an island off the west coast. Florence is fearful lest she get back to
America and then after a rest be unable to return to Korea like other single

, women and wives. The Lintons are staying at Chisholms so I went over to se©
• them and got some news about the Independent Board folk. The Chisholms are

holding a meeting for G.I.s which they call ttHOUR OF POWER” and last
Saturday night 65 army men and women were present. A Bible Study hour is also

held on Tuesday nights. Lately the controversy between the congregations
loyal to the Independent Board and the Pusan Presbytery has reached drastic
stages and recently groups here and there have left their church buildings and

either built or bought new church homes. In some instances there has been dis-

graceful antics, as for example the time Mr. Lane the Australian Presbyterian
visited a church to have^ the congregation decide what they were gp ihg to do

to accept or reject the Presbytery's requirement to follow rules. When Lane

and the committee entered the Church the hostile elements began singing a

hymn and oontlnued actually for an hour or more until it was evident that no

orderly meeting could be held and the service was adjourned. Apparently a

new denomination is the goal of the recalcitrant elements.** The Methodists
MyxaYffK elected Hyun Ge Lew as the new bishop. Charlie Stokes has been elected

chairman of the Methodist Mission. The Korean Methodist Church formerly did

away with the old comity arrangement and established districts in the south

of Korea. ** Stanley Soltau is here. He arrived last Saturday and after Sunday

here got up to Taegu where he is now lecturing in the Seminary. He wants to

get to Seoul and Chung Ju and would also like to get over to the Southern Pres,

territory but his time is limited. He originally got three months leave of

absence from his church but much time was lost getting the passport and per-

mission to enter Korea. Joe Hopper, Southern Pres, has been cleared to enter

Korea and is expected to sail soon and begin teaching in the Seminary in Taegu.

Dr. Murray of the Canadian Mission called yesterday and mentioned the gradua-

tion from Ewah's Medical Sghool( 27), but being women they would have a bit

of trouble finding Job 3 ,
needy as doctors are. An army medical authority sug-

gested that the girls get Jobs in the P.O.W. Camps, of all places. Who in

the wofcld would have suggested such an arrangement, especially in the Orient.

But this afternoon I met the Surgeon of our Camp mentioned the availability

of the 27 dames and he Jumped at the idea, said he'd visit Dr. Murray this

evening to see what could be done. Strange deal isn't it. ,f* This morning I

went out to the ware house to get the cases of note books, pencils, and thhee

organs for refugee congregations that Otto De C Q
mp brought from Japan for us.

The payments America is making Korea that have appeared in the newspapers are

making quite a difference in the exchange rates. I mentioned sometime ago

that the wun had fallen to 12,500 for a dollar. Now its come up to 9,600 for
a dollar. Quite a difference when these mission treasurers &o to exchange
five or ten thousand dollars.
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This black market Is Incredible. Arrow shirts are selling for the equivalent

of ten dollars a piece. Stores are actually flooded with American watches.

’Where they come from, how they are smuggled in and how they are financed is

a mystery but there they are representing extravagance on the one hand while

there is grinding poverty on the other.. Hetic days but days filled with

wonderful opportunities to live and witness for Chfclst.

Cordi ally,
Harold

.

I A letter from Miss Ada Sandell, nurse, Cannadian Mission to R. J. McK.)

it Harold Voelkel has been so generous with his letters and last week four

of us Canadians went over to KXj£ Kuh Jay Do Island where he was very generous

with his car and time. He took us over the POW Camp and mentioned that he would

like you to know something about it, so I promised to write and give you my im-

pressions of the place.
We had a lovely boat trip to thelsland and being our first visit we

thoroughly enjoyed it. It is a trip of four hours and the sea was very calm and

the surrounding hills and islands beautiful. We were greeted at the wharf by a

ttroup of Chinese prisoners of war singing a hymn in Chinese of course. It seems

that they take the prisoners in gangs down to the wharf to load and unload the

boats and these were waiting to unload the one on which we travelled. They

carried our baggage, relief goods, bedding and food box to Harold's car and away

we went to the mess hall where we had lunch after which we went tm our tour

•of the camp. By the way, I think we were the first women to see it. I couldn t

tell you just how many there are in the camp, that f
s a military secret, but

• there are thousands, Chinese and Koreans. The most vicious are in a tent or

tents apart from the others and have a double guard. However, for the most

part the guards are not very much in evidence. ..

Mr. Woodbury and Han Moksa, who speak Chinese, are working with those

of that nationality and
(4
as we passed by one camp Han yas just about to have a

service with, I should say 200 men. We asked him to get them singing, which

they did. They do not & ng as well as the Koreans do, but it was interesting to

see and hear them. There are two camps of Chinese, or rather sections, °“e
,

violently Communist and the other Nationalistic. At the entrance to the latter s

tents is a big banner on which is written ’Down with Communism and Russia in

English. They also fly the National flag. There were several tents which had

a tross on the top and we were told these were churches. They have had thous-

ands of conversions among the POWs and I cannot remember how many baptisms.

Mr. Lutz and Mr. Bruce Cummins are also Chaplains there and are doing a good

work. Mr. Lutz has been teaching them handcrafts and we saw the results in

front of the tents. Some of the entrances made one think ofold China while

others reminded us of old Korea. In one place a group of yohng Koreans were

practicing for a social affair of some sort. They were doing some kind of a

dance and having a good time doing it.
iiM . a+a t . w1 n +his

Hrold tells us that many of them do not want the communists to win this

war, also that when there was talk of the Peace Treaty being signed, several of

them committed suicide at the mention of exchange of prisoners, ^ey do not want

to go back to communism. All they want is to be allowed to go back to their

farms and live in peace. This, o# course does not apply to the _^J^ent ones 1

mentioned above. I think that isabout all I can tell you of the camp, except to

say that Harold and the other Chaplains are doing agreat work there

.

Our visit to the rest of the island was most interesting, if very

upsetting emotionally. We saw friends there whom we had not expected to see

again. Eleven years ago I said "goodbye" to them and have not seen them since.

What a welcome they gave usl What tears and laughter as they told us the story

of all that had happened Aince they last saw us. Families are 8®Parat®^
®°m®

members in the North and the others in the South. What will be the outcome for

them If the CeaseFire becomes a reality with the 38th line still in force. Its

not a very nice thought. The people are living in poorly erected housing

in shacks and huts and in tents. They are also holding schools and church in

tents sitting on the earth, but they have courage and the desire to Carry on



s
in spite of everything. Their spirit is wonderful and in spite of their
poverty they are raising money to winterize their churches.

At present there are sis refugee High Schools to which many of the
original inhabitants of the island go, not being able to afford the high fees
which the two High Schools charge. Some fourteen or fifteen Lower Schools
are also carried on in tents* Fortunately, the weather is much warmer there
than it is in the North, so they are not suffering as much from the weather
as they might. However, its too cold to be sitting on the bare earth.

Severance Hospital iscarrylng on a unit over there and they gave me a
cordial invitation to join theml I have not decided yet, but am praying
that the Lord will give me the right leading as to where I shall go. There
is so much work to do and I am anxious to render the best service I can for
God and Korea. K

I know your heart is in Korea and that you would like to be here.
So fiar no other ladies have been allowed to return but doctors and nurses.
Two Methodists, medical folk, are expected tomarrow or Sunday in the persons
of Thelma Maw and Miss Piper.

When will man learn to trust the Lord and love one another? If only
ve would live in His love and depend on His promises this would be such a
beautiful world, wouldn’t it?

Now I think I have told you all that I can for this time. I know
ou are remem Dering Korea in your prayers and I do not need to urge you to
o so. Pray for me too, won’t you?

Yours Sincerely,
Ada S ndell

>v. 9 1991.



Everybody:

Chaplain Harold Voelkel
Chaplain Section, 60 Gen De^ot
A.P.O. 59, c/o Postmaster
San Francisco, Calif.

Nov3mber 30, 1951

Back in Pusan and what a gathering of the clan. For the last several visits
here the army officers' mess was serving steak for dinner and I was able to

have the "inmates" of Presbyterian House as my guests but last night the en-

tree was roast pork and as believers of the Old Testament I knew they wouldn't

be interested so we're waiting until tonight when the menu calls for baked ham.

Somehow or other baked ham doesn't seem like pork. Well, what a gang we had
around the table last night, Harry Hill was in the chair and draped around him

were Paul Haines and Ed/fttlbourne of the Oriental Missionary Society, John Hill

Christian, Herb. Coddington, So. Presbyterian M. D., Jim Phillips, Otto DeCamp

and myself. Quite a famfcly isn't it? Harry Hill occupies an ondul room, I

slept in a tatami room with Otto and Herb, and the other four young bloods were

in the second tatami room. Otto refers to the place as "Chang No Kyo Yu Kwan ,

Presbyterian Inn. The wits got started wise-cracking at about ten-thirty and

got so wound up it was 11:30 before things quited down, and *ith only paper

partitions between the rooms conditions were not condusive to sleep.

Its turned cold and the liabilities of Japanese housing are asserting themselves

Old army tent stoves, originally equipped with oil burners were purchased on

the open market, minus the burners and are suitable for wood burning but wood

is frightfully expensive, enoughfroo^ keep a room warm about an hour costs ten

cents and moreover the wood burns up in a Jiffy and needs almost constant at-

tention. If a visitor calls or for some other reason you are called from the

boom during the few minutes you are out of the room the wood butns up (or down

take your choice ) 00 that upon your return you must build a new fire. 1 »

not complaining but just stating one situation among others that is t
^
m®

ing, distracting, and for the time being, part of the picture, .'fit h a home full

of men each having callers you can readily Imagine how difficult any privacy of

opportunity for concentration is.r La st night all of us want over to the

Methodist House to view "King of Kings" that Otto had brought in order to decide

if any parts had to be cut to make it acceptable for Korean audiences. Scenes

like Mary Magdalene might prove out of place in Korean churches.

Otto had been up to Seoul and brought back some interesting views. Sense's

Old house is occupied by a general and nine Airforce Colonels, no lease -

DeGamps, ( Rhodes -Coen )* and our place (single ladies) are filled with Airforce

arid enlisted men. Otto said the fellows say It Is the best housing th ®y ®^er

had and they are taking good care of the quarters, ^he interior of our Mission

houses have all been repainted, the wood-work green this time instead of the

previous army brown. On Sunday evening Otto drove up to the Peace «
Munsan with John Underwood who eats Sunday evening dinners

®®e«atiSn «£ very
Horace and Dick the Kaesung Interpreters. Otto says the °° n^™ation y ^
interesting of course, that Dick Underwood remarked that he guessed ne naa warn

two thousand^ rds but that by actual count they turned out to be ^5°°;
But that in technical language is quite an accomplishment. A®£ed for appraisaxs

of the ability of the Red delegates, they rated Nam 111,
;

*•££•£ ^fargu-
as a bright one, the Chinese not so sharp. "Can't you beat V1

*, JJg
mental Answer. "Whenever we get them taxed, they reply with a

arguments are all wrogg and ours are all right (or wo
. . institute

John Underwood is teaching a heavy schedule in the Cnu
>}g thee^ family-less

during the week and gets up to Seoul on Sunday. In a few.day®
= ! iSTidren

husbands will begin the Christmas trek to Japan to be with wives and Children
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a^<Lwlll be gone until after the holidays. Job?* Underwood not having a wife,
as yet, is staying on, maintaining his record of being the only member of the
mission to have remained on since the original Communist attack. Howie Moffett
and Dell are having some very fortunate breaks. The Airforce general is oc-
cupying their home in Ttegu(rather it is kept available for airforce generals)
and Howie being An airforce medical major and the commander knowing that Howie
will be eligible for rotation back to the States in January granted permission
for Dell to fly in his plane over to Taegu from Japan to help pack their things .

Howie got Dell a flight to Seoul from Taegu and then Dell took the day train down
in order to get a look at the destruction enroute. Meantime Howie has gottenXH
himself a trip by air to India and as far as Iran on a State Department courier
plane that carries big wigs on diplomatic errands, and has a physician along in
case of illness. I forgot to mention that Stan Soltau went along on the plane
ride from Taegu to Seoul.

Edna Lawrence is expected in JaDan from America in January. At present women*

s

quarters haven't materialized in Taegu but the prospect of a nurse in the hos-
pital will be incentive enough to get things going. The report is that the
Bruce Hunts are sailing in a matter of weeks, Kathy and the children will be in

Tokyo where Kathy is awaited as a teacher in a Christian school for missionaries
youngsters, and Bruce, I suppose, will head for Pusan. FI ash --flash --hti is

now DOCTOR Edward Adams, as of the 14th of November, booster College did itself
credit by granting a degree to Ned and we are all sharing in the Joy of it.

Heartiest congratulations Dr. Adams. We8ll collect on the dinner after you get

back.

Quite a few fires have broken out lately here in Pusan. A few days ago the local

YMCA brick building burned to the ground, a total loss. It was occupied by an

American government agency. Last night the explosion of a Korean hand-grenade

factory rocked the city, destroying several blocks of homes. I was a little

longer away from the city this time than usual and it seems the place aopears

more hectic than ever, STtfre vivid contrasts, poverty “Aid luxury side by side.

I Just saw as sad a sight as I cam remember in front of the railroad station,

an insane middle aged woman, lying on the ground uncovered from the waist down,

a huge disgusting sore that suggested a veneral condition and eyes hiddenby a

mucus discharge. A crowd gathered different ones yelled at her, and slowly she

arose and walked off. Up the street a coolie stopped to rest his load, a

coffin, and I noticed that it wasn't made of the thick, heavy timber as formerly

but light, about ii^ch boards; Just enough to get the body into the ground.

The black market is thriving with an amazing assortment. Brand new army leather

gloves, the best issued, the equivalent of &2.50. Within a city block I counted

three bakeries, their dl splay windows filled with decorated layer cakes, multiple

layers, covered with chocolate and whipped-cream flowers. I estimated one to be

about 18" in diameter. Three bakeries busy with whiDped-cream layer cakes and

the "other half" striving to keen warm and adequately fed in winter. I compiaine

of this to an elder and he lamenting the situation reminded me that Pusan was now

the CaPitol where the grafters and mercenary characters flock. The work at

the POW Gamp is as challenging and encouraging as ever although I m finding

naturallv that the more we get things organized and schedules set-up the more

time administration consumes. The Chinese are getting a good ™ese
u

days. Earl Woodberry and his assistant Han Moksa formerly of First Church Taegu

are as vigorous as ever in their evangelsim but besides them is
f

newly arrived

Irish Catholic oriest, an ousted China missionary, and also a Chi nege Buddhist

priest. "What approach does the Buddhist SSShi™
owl, he says there is the Protestant Churoh, the Catholic ohurch and BudtoiM

all sood take vour choice I But our men having been on the Job for months h^ve

had plenty of time to hammer home the truth that "There is none other Name given

among men whereby# we must be saved.

. Cordially,
i Harold
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Chaplain Harold Voelkel
Chaplain Section, 60 Gen. Depot
A.P.O. 59, c/o Postmaster
San Francisco, Calif.

Dear Everybody:
Big Day today,

December 12, 1951

—0 We had a visit from the Chief of Chaplains from
Washington, Major General Roy Parker (Southern Baptist). The Chaplains’ Corns

takes on a bit of significance at least for one day two stars gleaming from be-
fore and after the car in which he travels around the island. He flew over

from Pusan in a Piper cub and spent about two hours with us but in that time

he saw quite a bit. The Chaplains, five regular army, six D.M.C. like myself

(Department of Army Civilians), and one Buddhist, Chinese, gathered for an

informal gathering in the Chapel and after that the Chief started a visit

around the compounds, first at the Chinese, then three Korean. I believe he

was impressed but after more then thirty years in the army, superlatives are

not to be expected, I take it, for the best I could get out of him was, ‘Its

very interesting”. The army pilot who flew the General over went around the

compounds with us with one of the new high-powered cameras. In one place the

pilot took a picture of a group and in a moment or two handed the Korean leader

a copy of the snap. The expression of the Korean seeing a picture taken a

moment before that was a study, worthy of a snap itself. The visit meant a

lot of running around for me so I was ready for dinner tonight and it turned

out to be roast turkey (even though it isn’t Buhday but only Wednesday); hard

life isn’t it. On the way from dinner to my ^uanset hut I passed the hut in

which they have Talkies about every other night but the music sounded less

“canned** than usual so I stopped in and 'sure' nuff there was a G.I. Jazz band

goinr at it. In the back of the hut were gathered a number of Chinese POW s

who work in the enlisted-mens’ Mil mess, all eyes and ears, with Particular

focus on the drummer who had difficulty keeping sit. When I asked ha bee ha

(how do you like it?), they all beamed a hearty Ding Ha ( Good). i^o here I

am at the typewriter while the band goes blowing, thumping, andblaring away.

Some days ano sad news reached us here. Dr. Scott of the Canadian mis-

sion is over here getting a nlace fixed up for Dr. hurray and Miss Sandell of

their mission to reside while working In a branch of Severance Hospital in one

of the porta. Scott brought a truck with him driven by a Korean Chauffeur and

In coming out of the gate of the hospital and down one of the narrow streets a

seven year old boy somehow got tangled In the wheels and the truck ran over

his head and killed him. How let me say that It Is a marvel that doten. of

these kids are not killed every day for they pay no attention whatever to horns

or warnings. Driving is scary business here. And the surprising n& 13

that^esplte tllclrl the chauffeur was taking U. who was driving the Canadian

truck when word of the accident got out the people of the village -

on killing the chauffeur. The police Immediately arrested him two or three

davs later when I called to see Scott he had not yet been able to get in to

ILlTtVr. llott e.id h. ... ..mlje in food to tb. ob.uff.ur out th.

news was that only about half was reaching him because of the terribly crowded

cell whose inmates helped themselves to the meals. It 1 b now about ay
since the refugees began arriving here from the north and the other day I

learned of this exnerlence from one of the pastors who W°^ B *tth In the

camp. Kan Sin Chung. He left Seoul with his family, wife and six child

on the 1st of January and WALKED 10 TAIKU, a trip that took them 19 days, in

the snow. Their food was what rice they brought with them. Four nights tn y

slept on the ground. From Talku, Arch Campbell arranged for them,^many^
others Christian refugees to be transported by a

th drived the
there by boat in a few hours to this island, Kuh Jedo, where y

27th of January. ^Cordially,
Harold



/
a<. wiiir

Dear Everybody:

wiapiain Harold Voelkel
Chaplain section, 60 Gen. Depot
A.F.0. 59 , o/o Postmaster,
San Francisco, Ci lfornla

December 18, 1951
(Received L. A. Dec.28'51)

More visitors and I must tell you abojt It. Some weeks a.ao i i *uthe new Presbyterian General Assembly Stated Clerk Dr Euiren#
1
?^ *d

o?
6

?’

formerly of Pasadena, and a Mr. Profit!, department store owner ?n"Tenn., president of Preaby. Laymens' Association, were vi si tine -nr»
aryV

^.
lle

’

Executive Committee was anXlous for them to visit ’ ujedo not^nlvPOW work but also to get a first-hand view of the HefSgL Relie/prLramBlake and Profflt are continuing around the world, India, Middle E^st aAdEurope on an overall relief project. So Yesterday at noon on the teat nmPusan there were the distinguished visitors plus Harry Hill ard Fra^
I had asked the colonel for permission to have three gueiis £5 tl L™ o r'turn up gave It a distinct Oriental flavor. However, since my Catholicroom-mate has been away for a few days 1 had this little pLce Susteom^Jthe neighboring qunset available, and there Is always plenty of' chow Afterintroductions and some "do's" and "don't." from the colonel and a sub.taSlIlarmy lunch we started around the compounds. Aa usual our visitors had hiah*powered, expensive camera gear, colored films, etc., and having been blessedwith aji wonderful aunny and mild day, we were generous In allowing them timefor shots. I figured they oulht to see a Bible Institute in session for onething. A regular service would have been best but Monday afternoon is not apropitious time and moreover, there is never time for these hurried AmericansWe wound up and down the valleys letting them get a general view, then stoppedin to see a B. I. Walking through the compound we came across several hun-dred POW a practicing Ch rlstmas carols. That was something to see, but tolet guests hear what could really be done I had the congregation sing r,YesJesus Loves de‘\ and then Blake, Profflt, Hill, Kinsler and myself s and it in
English. That would have been the picture to get but we were all busy. We
dropped in another compound to let them know we'd be there for Daybreak Prayer*
visited the hospital where the POW pastor lives, paused in front of the
Chinese compound to meet Earl Woodberry, and then headed out to Chang Sung
Po, the port, the refugee center. It was a lovely drive and the lagoons
offered temptation to the sutter-bugs but it was decided to dispense with the
pleasure in order to get the business dene. We wanted to get back to the camp
for dinner but as soon as we reached the port and the Christians told us what
they had lined up we saw we couldn't do that. Bo we "compromised", agreed
to meet with the church workers (pastors and Bible women) for an hour then,
have dinner with the newly arrived Canadian missionaries, Ada Sandell and
Buelah Burns, who arrived Saturday to Join thestaff of the branch Severance
Hospital in that town. I had told them that three guests would be coming.
The extent to which five crowded their miniature apartment you can readjrly
imagine. Blake is huge, a former footballer. The girls warned me we would
all have to sit around a card table, so you can imagine the & ose quarters
but an exceedingly happy dinner party, Just the same. The conversation was
rich. Buelah had Just come from the Sout ern Presbyterian hospital in Chun
Ju, and with the visitors asking questions about medical relief work around
the country and in this area the talk kept moving along. I must tell you of
Ada's renort of remarks made by the boss army nurse, the colonel in charge
of all the army nursing in Korea. At a recent meeting she said army nurses
could tell mission -hospital trained Korean nurses in a minute by, first their
attitude toward the patient and second their superior ability! Now, how's that*;

Ada had been t old by the nurse in charge of the POW hospital that all a
Korean nurse needed to get a Job was a statement that she had been trained
in a mission hoafltal - that was enough for her. What satisfaction to these
who have put such long and faithful years of nurse -training service into the
work. We had to eat and run to be at the church by 6;30 ( that isn't early
here now for its dark by that time). After introductions Blake preached
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taking 1 John 4;7 for his text. It was an exoellect sermon. Just the thing
for a congregation like that that had passed through a year of refugee life.
( It is a year to the day yesterday that I left Ham Hung). And Fran did a
masterful Job of interpreting the sermon. I envy his accuracy and flow of
Korean. It was one of the best interpretations I’ve ever heard. Following
the sermon there were gifts of embroidery pieces to the visitors and after
farewells we turned back, reached home by 8:30 earlier than we had honed. I

trust our hosts of the evening will pardon me if I mention that having expeled
only three guests they bake$6nly ore ---, which having to be divided among
seven resulted in not so large per. on9. So, upon our return we were ready
for a snack and I discovered in the mea3 hall that the cook had put aside some
choice pieces of fried chicken that had been left over, Chicken sandwiches
plus chocolate Toddys Just hit the spot. Harry and Fran opened their cots in
my hut and Blake and Profltt bunked next door. The end of a perfect day.
At five -thirty we were up to be ready for the Oa^ -break Prayer meeting and as
always the throngs gathered at that hour, In the dark now, tc sing brought
tremendous inspiration. A good breakfast in the mess hall and off to the boat.
By eight o'clock they were on their way back t<b Pusan.

I can hardly realize that Christmas is so close only a week off but things
will be bursting in on us all of a sudden, I'm sure. The noatal clerk men-
tioned the other day that two ships of mail had arrived. I suppose the A.'.O
people nut all the Christmas mail together. '/hat an abundance there will be!

The POtf's are making amazing preparations for the celebration of the Day, in

one compound they are building a gothic tower that reminds me of the Cleveland
tower In Princeton. And in case you think I'm spoofing, I'll take a picture
of it when its finished and show you. I've bought dyes, candles, white naner

and other items to be used in decorations, wise-men and shepherd outfits, eto..

Permission has been given to cut down some pines nearby for trees. And now

let me make an appeal to all of you to pray as hard as you know how that the

* Joy of the c rols and details of the Christmas story may grip the hearts of

thousands of these unbelievers for they can't help but see all that It meins

t*o Christians to celebrate the birth of our Lord. And it behooves us all to

spend time on our knees that the whole world may be Jarred into a recognition

of the significance of the advent of the Saviour of the world.

Cordially,
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Chaplain Har.ftd Voelkel
DepQt

San Francisco, California

Deo.mber 26, 1951

Dear Everybody:

This year I am finding that Christmas is not merely a day but a season and aver
?

rich experience. It really began for me last week when I was over in PusanThe residents of Presbyterian House were both away. Otto DeCamo in Japan withthe family and Harry Hill in Seoul with the "Big Wheels' 1

, Stated Clerk Blake and
Mr. Eroffit, 90 I had the whole house to myself. The servants are old, old -timers
and with the bosses away there was plenty of time to talk and with Christmas sonear we decided to celebrate. The cooks made "mandu" (beef dumplings), fried
tooboo (bean curd), boiled rice, supplied kimchl, which together with persimmons
and apples provided a delicious feast. Present were the two cooks, our former
Seoul cook and her boy, Yung Hey the Seoul chauffeur, and a young pastor Rim
formerly of the Presbyterian Seminary who was officially "minding 1

* the house.
It was a delightful time, everyone recounting the experiences of the past hec-
tic year, each one praising God for the Providences that brought him through in
health and strength. Out here where danger and death, starvation and cold and
misery stalk around the domfort and protection of Jesus* presence is very real.
aTwo years ago the Seoul Yun Dong Compound servants* party was held in our home
and the events of the time since provided much for interesting conversation.
After the feast we worshipped and the Christinas hymns neverseemed more beautiful
than in that warm fellowship.

Saturday I returned to the Island, and 3unday beside the regular POW services
I had promised to preach at a union service of six refugee congregations at
Kuje Up in the afternoon, I had known the people in and around Ham Hung. So
many bundles of relief goods had come my room was bulging. They filled the
station wagon and constituted as delightful & load as T ever hauled. The cong
gregation had secured permission to use the school house and the assembly hall
was about filled when I arrived. We got the service going about 2;30. Iwanted
^to get a picture of the crowd before the sun was too low bo after the hymn,
prayer, Scripture, and choir number I asked the presiding pastor if I might
take a picture. He nonchall&ntly replied, "We have no such custom as taking
pictures during a service'* . And that was that. I felt let down but couldn*t
help but admire hl6 sense of propriety and reverence. The program was long as
usual with special musical numbers from each of the churches and then after
my sermon it was announced that there was to be a feed for the guest to which
only a few could be invited. I know I disappointed them by excusing myself from
the meal and I wouldn't have had tne courage to do so had I not had a whole car
full of clothing to prove my affection for them. People from all over America
many names I don*t recognize keep sending things and I haven't any Idea how
they get my address. Let me say that too much use of the A.F.$. postal facilities
endangers my own use of that privilege which would be a tragic loss for me. I

am continually amazed at the ability of these refugees to clothe and house them-
selves. Often come queer and "striking** outfits turn up as for example a fellow

who on Sunday had a shirt I'm sure was made ut of a mattress cover. As I

left a pastor thrust upon me a toke of kimchl. I tried to refuse it, of course,

for I couldn't possibly keep it in my room and wouldn't wish to if I ©uldll!
But there was no way out but to drive off with it even though it stank up the

car. I enjoyed making it a Christmas gift to the POWs at the hospital. That

reminds me of other gifts, namely mouth-organs, harmonicas. From time to tlifce

they've come in parcels and seeing the fun they furnished the POW congregations

I asked Gertrude to buy a hundred. Don't be alarmed we have 20 congregations

so that would mean only five for each one. And I must confess I didn't know

they could nan into so much money. In the Sears -Robuck catalogue I saw that th

they got as high as J12.oo. Can you imagine that? When I was a kid they were

a nickle and a dime as I remember it. anyway Gertrude was able to get dandy on*
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like the other compounds where there is no tension# tfith all the other compound

in such colorful decorations the leader decided something had to be done to

celebrate Christmas and to dispell the gloom that hung over the place, so he

and a group of fellows gathered in the school the night of the 23rd to make

paper flowers and other decorations. From reports what happened was something

like this: suddenly the light switch was pulled, a gang of perhaps fifty threw

sharp rocks into the room where the men were working and took clubs to beat them

to death. First thlngthe next morning, as soon as I he rd the report, I went

to the hospital to see the victims and the sight as you can imagine was terri-

ble. A number were unconscious with broken skulls and others in various stages

of injury. The leader and another died and this morning I saw two other bodies

at the morgue with their heads bashed in. The authorities quickly removed the

Reds and with the trouble-makers out, everything calmed down. Now listen to %

this: yesterday at the Christmas service 5 ,000 were present. The last time I

Preached in that compound you could feel the fear and tension. Even after my

prayer the ’'Amen" was so weak I called the Christians on it and asked if they

wish God to grant them what I had prayed for, but then when I requested a re-

peat "Amen" it was weak and lifeless. How dreadful these uprisings are. I

think of the wife and family hoping and trusting for the return of the husband

and father, and I pray that God will comfort them when they learn of his deatr
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a martyr for the faith. Praise God for the grace that makes a sacrifice like

his the occasslon for blessing to the whole oompound.

Christmas Day began early, a little after four the first carolers arrived, the

hospital choir, and from then on about each hour we had music, JCX TO THE SORLD

SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT; and the other favorites. I actually wept with Joy at

the wonder of these people singing amid all their sufferings and hardships. I

can't help but mention by ooutraet the numb-rs of drunken enlisted men who

passed my room with their awful blasphemy and obsoenlty on Christmas Eve. Hot

all the Americans were drunk, of course, but too many were. That reminds me

of the meeting of three Catholic Chaplains in my room which I share with a

priest who withered to plan the mld-nlght mass which as always a big show

Christmas Eve. I am learning many of the rules and regulations governing their

activities and one is fasting before mass. One chaplain remarked that It was

unfortunate that the main officers’ club was serving free drinks Christmas Eve

and because of that the question was raised whether or not they chould have a

strong-armed man at the door to handle any drunks who might come to the mass,

so far as I know they didn't have any trouble.

On Christmas Day I decided to visit each of our twenty oongregatl one and bring

them a greeting but I didn’t get vefry far for unon reaching the third one I

pot bogged down. They made me come In and accept a gift, a suit of ..orean

clothes, pants, shirt, vest turamaggle, and straw shoes. I ?ve possessed a

number of Korean skat)HS?x* outfits In years gone by out none U*e ttils, made

out of used flour bags! And believe me Its warm. X wore It all day and Anally

took It off In order to cool off. And their generosity was not limited to me.

A few days ago one of the POW's asked me what my wife s name was which aroused

my curiosity and sure 'nuff here It Is an outfit for Oortrude out

of old flour bars. Listen, Gertrude's outfit was neatly packed in so 1 n

box artistically painted, E.'lss Qertrude S. Voelkel . Now don t be too hard

on the fellow who made the mistake In English for be Is our
g

11

the Bible Institute In that compound. I Blnoerely hope the ^ible teac.lng. Is

of higher standard than that of the English#

After driving my r.orean associates home to Oai< Poe and Chang Dung Poe.

20 miles la the rain each way, I returned to my room tuckered.
°fa

wind dav but deeoly tla^nkful to God for its Joys. I alased the family more than

I^iin say. I have^been away too many Christmases from them but * “J^*£eful

that I oould be here with so many thousands who likewise are f™”
their loved ones and who wonder when and If they will ever see them apaln.

•lth ^ease-Flre Talks and the disousaion of the exchanr® of prisoners many

iri s^il!gp^t«ts in their own blood that they would rather die than be

Sent back to the Communists. May God have mercy on them, grant peace » on

this land, and a revival worldwide.

Cordially,

Harold

.
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PLEASE NOTE THE
NEW ADDRESS

MS^Dtar Friends:

Chaplain Harold Voelkel
U.N. POW Camp #1
A.P.O. 59, c/o Postmaster
San Francisco, Calif

January 7j ,1952

We have Just been treated to a spectacle, really a theatrical demonstration,
American showmanship at its best; Cardinal Spellman has paid us a visit.
For days the STARS * 3TRIPES, >he Army newspaper and the radio told of Gen'l
Van Fleet's invitation to the Catholic prelate to spend Christmas at the front
Just wky a Protestant commander (Some say he Is Episcopalian, some a Presby-
terian) should single out a Catholic for this single honor when the greater
number of troops are NOT Catholic Is both strange and annoying. The invltatloh
was surprising In Itself but the grand-manner, the super-duper arrangements
of the itinerary left nothing to be desired. Upon his arrival at the airport
In Pusan the Cardinal was met by the American ambassador Muccle (Italian decertt

but not now church -related) .politi cal recognition. All but "Very Important V

People make the trip from Pusan to Eujedo by boat, a four hour trip; VIP’s by
light plane. The landing strip here Is small and can accommodate only tiny
planes so that larger passenger craft are out, and frequently as In the recent

visit of the Chief of Chaplains, Major-General Parker, he came alone for a

larger party would mean more planes which are not always available. But for

his eminence FIVE planes arrived, with Catholic dignitaries, reporters and pho-
tographers, and Gen'l Van Fleet himself. From the airstrip ahead of the offi-

cial party several military Police Jeeps clearing the road to the compounds

All traffic was made to get off to one side and stop (I was one of them), then

came and Army sedan driven by the Island commander himself, the Pusan general

beside him, the cardinal and Van Fleet in the rear, and V„n Fleet forsaking

army protocol yielded his right-side honor seat to the prelate, more honor

than Is to be expected. Two compounds, one Chinese and one Korean were visited

and I'm told the cardinal was visibly moved by the reception given him. All

prisoners were brought to attention while the guest walked about Inspecting

the living quarters and mess hall. Some Catholic POS's came forward to be

blessed, and one good thing that did happen was that a number of Chinese rolled

up their sleeves to show their arms tatooed with Rightist sentiments. Many

are pleading not be be sent back to the Communists. Petitions to this effect

were handed to Spellman requesting his help In blocking their exchange to the

Reds. After fifteen minutes In each compound the party was off, speeding

back to the planes. I'd Just like to note here that there are five or bIx

times as amny Protestant POWs as Catholics, perhaps more, It would be Inters st-

lngto see whether or not Van Fleet Invites a Protestant to be his guest over

Easter or s> me other auspicious occassion for an official visit and whet ner

the same courtecles and honors are accorded him.. Wlhlle on the subject or

Catholics I'll Jot down some observations growing out of my shating this qun-

set-hut with a priest named Petlpern, a Korean missionary for some 26 years,

former aesldent of Bln Ui Jeo. He la an Ideal roomate, a

fellow, who doesn't smoke or drink and who (fortunately for me) enjoys turning

In about 10 at night. Neither of us have offices and therefore do

"living" in the hut which gives us a close-up of Catholic and Protestant life.

I must say that my friend Is a devout man. Jfhat reading he does

breviary Is Catholic holiness literature, lives of the aalnts
• 5 t£s«

from Protestant books on the JubJect. retipem lends me „sadx***xs*ixaaBasax*xga*xesx**a*x»fxiax«*ma*xka«x*pa*sfcMXBx*xxxxxxxxxxxx
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takes a man away from life rather than have him change and bless It throug

the power of God manifested in him and through him. I look ove
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newspapers he distributed to the G.I.s the SUNDAY VISITOR an awful jag,, whose,,

sameness Is monotlnous and dull, whatever the news Item “^y be If It* [lght

Its 200$ Right", "super right", "super wonderful *nd true
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Bhortcom 1na and likewise no good, absolutely nothing, can com/-



Chaplain Harold Voelkel
U. N. POW Camp #1
A.P.O. 59, c/o P. M.
San Francisco, California

February 10, 1952
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Praise God for today. Just one day like this would be compensation enough
for separation from the family and any other inconvenience that we mifcht
mention but with all the encouragement and Joy the Lord is giving us today,
(Sunday) emphasizes the privilege of being here in this POW ministry. Three
of the six pastors I have working with me, all refugees, live 20 li (62/3
miles) from here and are unable to get a ride in the morning Sundays as they
do on other days. I therefore started out to meet them before eight o'clock
and picked them up less than half the distance away. It was a bright cool
morning and by 8; 45 we were all at the compounds where each was to hold his
first service at 9;00. I noticed as I drove up to the compound where I was
to preach that a large number of the POWs were standing at attention in for*
mation. In approaching the gate I realized that the show was for me, a WHAN
YUNG WHEI £receptionO> after my return from leave in Japan. Upon entering the
compound a Christian came forth and pinned a big paper flower on my overcoat,
another headed me a bouquet of paper flowers and as I walked through the honor
guard lined up from the gate clear to the school building where we meet a
group followed singing ONWARD CHRISTIAN SOLDIERS accompanied by a cornet and
drum, the latter homemade. The crowd in the building rose as I entered and
threw confetti at me. On the platform were four large wreathes of paper
flowers and a banner GREAT JOY RETURN with my name in Korean under it. First
we had the speeches of welcome, a gift of a number of homemade finger rings
a solo and then my reply. Following was the service and my guess is that 1,200
Jammed into the building that is supposed to accomodate 900. These schools are
the largest and the only buildings available for meetings and we are fortunate,
very fortunate, to be able to use them on Sundays when school sessions are
not held. In my reply I told them that I was unable to put into words all that
the reception meant to me - how little we thought when we first met (Just after
they were captured) that God would bless us with such a precious fellowship.
The ability and energy and devob ion of these men is a delight and it stirs
my soul to anticipate the leadership they will exert in their home communities
upon their release. With the New Year we thought we'd check up on statistics

of the various activities; graduates of the N. T. Bible Cor. Course 1,271;

new enrollments in the N. T. 1,671; new enrollments in the 0. T. (all graduate

of the New) 772; 14 Bible Institutes with a total enrollment of 3»233. Now I

trust that all who read this letter will pause and thank God for His working

in our midst and ask for His continued blessing upon us. This afternoon I was

to hold a second meeting in a compound but upon my arrival found that a field

day of sports had been scheduled for the afternoon and that plus work gangs

sent out that Included a number of Christians it was decided that we better

not try to meet an$ any way they had had a meeting this morning. That was at

Is 30 and the cancellation of the service gave me a breather before three

o'clock when I was scheduled to preach to Korean troops. I had dropped in to

see the R.O.K. authorities this morning and made all details and arranged with

the G. I. in charge of a nearby American Army theatre to use it from 2:45 on.

But at three the theatre was locked and no Koreans were on hand, so I haa

go out and pull out my congregation and hold the meeting outdoors, chilly oi

course but not too frigid. I then drove my preacher brethern to their homes,

returned to a steak dinner and from there to the typewriter. What a day ana

what a privilege. Thanks be to God.
Now having shared the activities of these happy days with you let me pass on

an unfortunate experience that grieved us all this week. One of the pastor

had his brief case searched at a compound gate and they found an unusually

large sum of money, which of course lan't a crime (he was doing some purchasing

for someone) but having had their suspicians aroused the guards kept looking

and found a list of items a group of POWs had asked him to buy and for which



out of anything outside the church. It soon gfcows tiresome and I was not

surprised to hear Petlpem complain that the catholic G. I.s were not taking
the SUND Y VISITOR from the chapels ttoo read. Since the hrevlury requires

about an hour and a half a day and mass occupies from to 40 to 50 minutes
there Isn't too much time left for the priest each day for "outside” reading.

I was amazed by the poor Korean the priests speak, not because they haven't
the ability but because they haven't the Incentive. They say the mass 1b
Latin, of course, to the Koreans as well as Americans, and do very little

public speaking and teaching. Their evangelism Is largely Institutional

through orphanages, hospitals, and schools. When I started on this army Job

my catholic counterpart visited the troops together, and after a time or two

he contended himself with calL,jthe catholics aside for a conference (there were

not many), not Interested as I Was In challenging the whole group with a de-

cision for Christ. I believe that if these priests wlare required to preach

for 30 minutes at each edrvlee and to teach in Bible Institutes the way we all

are they would have to get busy on the language as few of them have. Of

course they have their scholars. The German Benedictines In and around Wonsan

do their literary work, translation, etc., but among the American priests, a

among the five I've been associated with on thl s Job, I haven't heard one

attempt an address In front of a crowd of POWs. They bring along a Korean

priest for that. All the Catholic D.A.Cs. on the Job hero are friendly fel-

lows and the relationship is moot harmonious. I'm sure Its an eye-opener to

them to see the size and vigor, the activity, of the Protestants (an Item

that would bowl over SUNDAY VISITOR readers). Our Bible Institutes and ^be

Bible Correspondence Courses are a brand new idea to them and seeing the

thousands of codes of Scripture portions we distribute they ve gotten busy

and recently I saw some attractively boun3, well printed Catholic New Testa-

mente they're giving out. The cost of these scriptures Is borne by the priestB

themselves. The salary they receive fromthe army Is several times their

ordinary ray and the deal le that they may keep It and from It meet all ex-

penses of the row wof%.

Have I mentioned that Cecil Dettille the Hollywood Producer has sent me a

copy of KING OF KINGS for showing in the camps here. Otto De Camp has lent

me a projector operated by a Clofrema* kerosene lamp that enables us to chow

Bible pictures In the tents where there Is no electricity. The films -.re t

PRODIGAL SON, NAAMAN ,
PENTECOST, and the LIFE OF JOSEPH. Moody B.I. has sent

us a Korean copy of the GOD OF CRT- ATI OH*

Do you remember a POW, an 18 year old boy who decided to
£
lrst

held meetings among newly captured prisoners In Pyeng Yang, the fellow who

of his own accord memorized the whole bock of Matthew. The
mc~o?lzlng

the Korean pastors happened to come across a record of a Scripture memorizing

society this kid has organized, some 20 or more of then
what each

to time to recite Scripture to each other. And they have a Jf
wlhat each

man knows. The Gospel Is LIFE. How my POW ministry has

r?u4e of npraecutlon bv the Reds in one of the compounds we took the Chris

In that .wound. Th. other day one of the restore Mpeeed to wSSr
compound and found that eight Christians who d ^ee. ^

^ t ^ of each
ly worshipping with blbles and hymn books and nowthey requested copies of each.

How generous G. I.s are’ At the POW hospital are two teen-age'boys

,

for Christmas the G. I.s bought them new bicycles, beautiful thin .

day I visited the Jutlandla, the Danish Hospital ship. A“° n^h®^len^e
were a number of Korean children wounded by stray shells »t the front . The

nurses had taught them Danish Christmas carols which the iis kids sang iust.ii/.

Cordially,

Harold
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they had given him the money. POWs are of cd urse not permitted to have money
and its possion by them is illegal and we have all signed statements to the
effect that we will not carry notes or messages out or into the compounds.
There are legal procedures for this. So, our brother was arrested as an of-
fender and only becuase he was a pastor was he spared the humiliation of be-
ing turned over to the native police. He was formally discharged and we all
wept Just about at the tragedy of it all. ,WS've had such a fine time together
Its a terrible blow to the man who is a refugee pastor from the north in whose
church I preached while up there more than a year ago. Now what he or the
others do not know is that, that night I called on the officer who fired him
and without making any favors or making any appeal simply told what a sorrow
it was to us all. Good-hearted American said, "O.K.Come to the office tomarrow
and 1*11 give you his employment card back*1

. Which I did. I've figured it

will be a good moral tonic for all to grieve a little longer and then I'll
break the good news/ What ajoy forgiveness is - "He that hath had much forgiver\

loveth much". Great forgiveness awakens much love.

Last night the Commanding Officer handed me a letter to read and the Korea
people will be interested to know who it was from; none other then Mr. Chairs
Leonard of Manchuria whose children attended Pyeng Yang school. Mr. Leonard
had read our C 0's name in some newspaper article about the camps and since

we have the Chinese compounds in this command Mr. Leonard wrote telling of his
^experience in Manchuria and asking if he could be of help. I told the colonel
that I knew the writer of the letter well and that he would be an excellent
man for the Job but as you all knew Earl Woodberry is already on the Job.

Several days ago Gertrude's father's former secretary, the Bible Cor. Course

faster Kim Kun Haw took ill and he was very fortunate in being able to get into

the branch of Severance Hospital operating in Chang Sung Po, 35 11 from here.

My, what a blessing that institution is. A kindly well trained staff welcomes
you and the fine service and treatment is free, part of the Givil Assistance
program, a Marshall plan project. Each tige I see what American dollars and

generosity are doing I 'get an added assurance that Ged will see to it that the

West will soundly defeat Communism and vindicate the truth that RIGHTEOUSNESS

EXALTE!H A NATION. Yes, I know there is plenty of unrighteousness in America

but never theless mercies flow from the U. S. to every corner of the globe.

On my two visits to Chang Sung Po I visited the Canadian nurses 8andell and

Burns and enjoyed their British tea. On one visit I had Lt. Ronald Seaton

With me, young surgeon in our local hospital, son of Presbyterian missionar-

ies in Heinan who hopes to Join the Korea mission upon his di scharge f rom the

army. I'm sure he'll make a fine addition to our medical staff. He tells me

of midnight appendectomies, etc., when American surgeons and nurses are rouaed

from their beds to care for the POWs. Imagine any American prisoner of tfe

Reds getting such attention. The American Bible Society ha3 had printed in

Japan 150,000 copies of a picket Korean New Testament which we shall have to

offer every POW if and when they are released. And a like number of bi -lingual

Korean English hymnals. Among the news items in the write-ups of the death

of King George and the proclamation was xppMXRd My maratixKM at iaxd*

HKixY ssnxRKii aaxd a* apxallfcy of Elizabeth as new

ruler was this Interesting sentence: "The proclamation was approved^y members

of the lords privy council and other principal gentlemen of quality . fenjoy
r gentle~o? quality". There doesn't seem to be too much quality in the world

teday but we trust that by God's grace we’ll assume more and more a Chrlst-

likeness. So far as I'm concerned among these POW's are many choice souls,

real gentlemen with principle and enduring quality.

Cordially

Harold.
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Dear Everybody:

Chaplain Hafold Voelkel
U. N. POW Camp #1
A.P.O. 59, c/0 Postmaster
San Francisco, California

February 19, 1952.

YOU all would be Interested In this group, this place, and the conversation

pSsan catching
a
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* The program which sought to acquaint
al Protestant Army Chaplains

^nd ^chaplains with each other
missionaries and chaplains on tne

F ler Canadian, and Hyung K1 Lew, new
, on the other included addresses b^ 3

• miaaionarv experiences in the country
Methodist Bishop. Frazer sk
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of Lew's remarks for they were considered

and I think I give you some details of Lew ^remar^s^^ ^

.

n ,
fl preSent day

very good by most everybody. t^kJJa
encouragement given him by the pre-

attitude, pointing "
- h average Korean was confident that the country

ence of the huge U. N. Army ® pace established in the land. But as
would be freed of the invader “ b

vAiddhRgof the U. N. negotiators at
a result of what most natives c° n8i*®£ despondency has overtaken the people,
the Cease Fire Tall. to ^e Feds a deep despohdency ^ K la ae TO the
Rightly or wrongly, said Lew,

n;°„nln- to pe t 0ut and after they are gone

river, that the U. 3 . Forces ^ *°.®a b?ood will flow freely. This
the Reds will certainly ove

^
ru

^.xS®,°g th^thieving and dishonesty on the part
. dire prosbect, Lew continued,

f the war-profiteers ;
fcka many who

of the poor, the graft and reckl* thf Christian? with the faith and
are living only for the Present

ln It, sis faithfulness,
confidence in the right that God has gi

Russlan attack and 8 ,
000,000 refu-

He quoted the killed as 2 ,
000,000 sin

establishment of both the Math-
gees. Concerning the Church Lew me "Cloned the estabi :IBMsn

Appenseller
odist and Presbyterian Missions at the same

together. Since the

Methodist and fir. Underwood Stsion we did, Lew regretted that

Methodist therefore sba
f
te

^. supiriority through the years! First

his group didn't maintain that nume rlca!L b.
me greatly to have him

time I heard it put that way. But then 1
_ v...,* o+r-caap^ educationihat way - BUt

+Z Methodists kad stressed education
say that as a policy over the

^ed'evan^lism. I'm merely quoting
.. _ -——ians had emphasized ev ng

Presbyterian . Now to
Lew

whereas the Presbyterians had
nt^ohu^ches^

11

! ,000 Presbyterian. Now to go

now. The result is 500 Methodist chur cfle * » „ ju and Chun Ju told

on with the fire -side shat, the So. ‘

ueriilas p y the Korean army. Thous-

about the recent clean up C
?^

a^O rts
R
g0

S
and thousnads of people were taken

ands of Reds were killed so th® report g
, were rounded Up, w°men *

®hl1

prisoner. Whole villages suspected of bJ^a^eh0U9es aUrrounded hy barbed

dren, and old men too, and h0
^
8®^. 1?^ aases were brought to the Chun Ju nissi

wire. Sickness has broken out 5°
,, the troops left and with

hosnital . With the conclusion of Jhe clean
5 Qr aQ here, larger

their departure guerilla activity .... Quite a problem, lent it?

croups elsewhere raiding, stealing,
. sent two frying chickens as a

Here's a more pleasant note. Some s
®^ prepared for dinner that

gift to one of the Chun Ju houses where ithe
J

«re^ P
it. Somebody

night. "“chell
‘^‘.Ur.d S.'u Surprf.! the troSd .11 ..ting to-

else shot three geese and figured ne a suiy
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gether Total nine missionaries and eight birds for dinner. I trust no

So. Presbyterian will diminish his gifts at this report

Our ChaDlalns' Conference kept us awa) from the Choo Do Slk, memorial service

for Horace Underwood held by the Christian University. John Underwood came

down for It Its Just a year since his father's death. In talking with John

I mentioned’hls being the only missionary in our group who had not yet left

the country since the invasion to which he replied that he was going to break

his record^and visit Japan in April to attend his sister Grace's wedding to

aJi amv doctor, son of Missionary parents from Madagascar, I believe. Sorry

I can't give you his name. I personally feel greatly indebted to him for his

four .tithes in my wife's face who recently had an auto accident. The army

bus in which she was riding stopped suddenly to avoid hitting a boy on a bike

and threw Gertrude across the isle shaking her up considerably and cutt_ng a

on the side of her eye. I'm certainly grateful it was not more serious

which it could very easily have bean. Han Kyung Chik drffpped in for a visit

in the afternoon and his smile is a tonic for my soul. He had been up to

°f>oul miristering to the congregation there for his people are pert there, part

?n ?aegi and Srt in Pusan. Tht attendance in Seoul is some 850 Sunday morn-

ings and 150 at night. That out of a congregation faof 4,000 shows how

scattered they areV It is very difficult financially in Seoul for wholesale

rp+nr-ni no- to the city is not yet permitted, and the people there are Irgely
returning to the city as n t

y at the approach of the Reds,

Illicit a£y iSoSS. to Tp.sk: of. There's ver, little buslnes. there
individu

. J a s fined and they have two now, one in Seoul and one

o^Jav^Joo Daw. And, listen tb this, his congregation has established Tabitha

Home ^an institution for the widows and orphans of martyrs. At present there

are 22 widows and 82 children, an average of three children to the family.

How incredible that a congregation e"tlr®^
f “thers Thew' figures are re-

nxn difficulty beable to organize and care for others, inese ngur

hvthe^Korean Government; total number of orphans in So. Korea,

?yTrt»
t

ar.

covetedtrip? ^^^e.^oJejat ^a^ffor^h
can establish a work here

^ f thls troubled 3a rid. Otto De C mp has be-
attention that th. war h.. ^aw^t^tnls t™^*

lndlviaual sl£pOTa into
como the paroicular t g v with his new sheepskin coat and a pair
his room in thePusan house and got away with hie njw

#

«»ep ^ visitlng at that
of good shoes. And also a pair of

the door. Then cn a trip
time. Being a Japanese house

„fu°aLts
6

at Tae~ Jun a thief came into the room
to Seoul while the guest of T“

d i? a! Anderson were sleeping
where the three brethern, Otto,

.core I heard was two cameras, an
and Just about cleaned them out. Otto a score i near ^ there lB t0 my
overcaat and hi3 trousers. "hat

. aleep through any such opera-
mind a rich compensation. For men t0

f ] a. Kilbourne gave a missionary
tion is abundant testimony to clear

one of them requested

Ed
d
to

S

teach
e
the^cannibals

U
how

f
to 'ea^their^victlms with a knife and fork.

Cordi ally,

Harold#



Chaplain Harold Voelkel
U. N . POW Camp #1
A. P.0.59, c/o Poetmaater
San Francisco, California

February 29, 1952

Dear Frfeends:

You have all doubtless seen accounts of the riots here that resulted In a
number of POW deaths and one G. I. fatality. The Communists at Pangmunjon
are making a lot out of It. The write-up I saw In the STARS AND STRIFES
which Is what the American newspapers have most likely carried gives the
faetB. I haven't any details to add excepting that I've preached In that

compound numbers of times, held large outdoor meetings, and shown the Moody
film GOD OF CHEAT I OH ( Korean edition) one summer evening when nearly every-
body In the place attended. But the Reds got the upper hand and conditions
became so difficult for the Christians we transferred them to more congenial

quarters sometime ago. I heard the shots the morning of the riot and later

saw the ambulances carrying the dead and wounded to the hospital. I have since

visited the wounded In the hospital and witnessed to them. There may still

be some Christians in 62 who because of the Red control are having to exer-

cise caution but our experience has been that when the pressure Is relieved

they emerge with their faith stronger than ever.

‘while I'm on the matter of riots In the camp let me say that several news

paper/ articles I've read from time to time of POW life here in papers from

the 3outh, rtiMdle ’.est and East of the U. S. >. have been misleading and

for the most part untrue. One particular clipping from a Boston paper I 11

never forget for It gave the impression that killings were taking place

daily and just about all day long. Quotations were given to the effect that

feeling was bad between the Americans and fforeans on the one hand and be-

tween Communist Koreans and Rightist Koreans on the other, and that each

group displayed its dislike of the other through clubbings and shootings

that kept the place in a constant trumoll. Also, the camp here is pictured

asjmiserably dirty hole, dull, drab and unsightly, devoid of any contorts

.conveniences or attraction whatever.



art* and crafts for those interested. The resalts are amazing. From time

to tise the different compound^ive exhibitions of the work done in* the

classes and the accomplishments are incredible, including for example a

whole railroad system, roadbeds, tracks, locomotives, cars, switches, *

aicrnals stations, bridges, everything. All made in the camp. The artists

ao^ln^forrepreBcntatlone of scenic and historic spots like the Diamond

SvnWlnn elth rigged craas, lakes, water-falls, trees - all as realistic

as can be.

I think I've mentioned th#l*ts of finger rings variouagroupa have given

me which theyWe learned to here .beautifully designed and engraved,

Q r i months aco the Board sent out sets of forty sible pictures, the
Several months

‘ n ratln ~ the golden test of the Sunday School

lesson*
a
*ll forty of them have been done In both oil and water In the art

There are orpenter shops, t.llor shops, blacksmith shoos and
classes.

termendoaslv varied output. Besides these the Ghrla-

TilnlVo™n for^helr Tllli Spools and Institutes, Bible reading, Bible

Sl"
,

ld
1

al!
S
whr

,

wl“i refus^to^avkll^themaelve* of ^elrPlvllege^Lid pre-
dlvlduals who will r

a _alJ™ {he management, food, educational orogram

™asks

events is distributed#

tfsssss sfVsSSK

^5SsTsS-
favorable with the picturesque anywhere In the world.

. * ..-ip i he ator v of Kujedo. I had an inspiring
veil, there you have 1

J
Pe °p^)

* 1 5®
ll of

y
kioroan troops who guard the ?'»•.

W**had^a^ fine* fallows! 1 r ^
'

5XJ
1
tXK 5ifnow,

1
?*

1
**!! “u*. hM-v. ,ou, he will save you

now •

Cordially

(Signed) Harold Voelkel



7 Chaplain Harold Voelkel
U.N.POW Camp J

1

A.F.O. 59, o/o Postmaster
Sau Franoisoo, California

isareh 9, 1952 (Sunday)
sCX^/

Dear Everybody:

1 have lust had the very great and rare privilege of entertaining three lady

friends at dinner, Ada Sandell from Severance Hospital in nearby Dhang Sung Po

Buelah Bums from Severance in Seoul, and Edna Lawrence enroute from America

to Tae*u. Buelah had formerly worked at the local Severance branch and brought

Edna here for a visit. Fortunately I was on hand when they arrived having Just

returned from an afternoon meeting, so we began in proper British fashion by

having a cup of tea. The first port of call was the POW hospital where Ada

and Buelah had visited before and where they knew some of the nurses. On the

wav to and from the hospital we passed by compounds and Edna had an opportun-

ity to see POW life at first hand. Some Christians happened to be atsndlng

bv one of the church/ tents and waved as we passed. Edna remarked that she

was seeing a sight many, many Koreaites would love to behold. The next call

was to headquarters where Earl Woodberry and Bruce Gumming came out to greet

+ cnipctR They also met the Buddhist priest who is working among the

, hr re to either the hospital mess where there wae a smorgesbory with

Wmm&sMmsmrn,mmmMmmiL
" roommate, the Catholic priest and aft

satin* and tidied up so that when
Wise old Roman rushed home terribly by com-

around. What a difference wives make.

. vi.. v»nt un its furious and fanatical yelling
Ever since the riot compound 62 hias p reai war on nerves. They
and singing in an obvious attemp

th . loyalty to the Red cause demand-
gather along the fences and yell

Jtc# -.ye 've gotten somewhat
ing the death of Syngman Rhec f^^^HSld a ecrvlce in nearby 64, I

used to it now but today when I °v
0Je ?o 63 and on the other to 64

found that while 62 was ywlllng on the
back loyalty t* South Korea,

these two Rightist c°m00^B
T
"*”

Io°5OT
y
TO BE

6
FUBLISHED OR QUOTED. Flags

and the U. M. REaEkBER NOW.THIS 13 MOT ™ tfiy were as worked. up.**
and banners were flying on the Rightist side ana t

y uflual ani/ofeWches

the others. In all the other <»®POund«
J“J

l
SJJivSIIry. Already we’ve had

we are now beginning to ,®*1?brat* ?“£ \ suppose until we’ve made the rcunds

two celebrations and we’ll keep going 1 suppose im
or bend i suppose I

of all 20. At the first affair there was an or
) 8Uppu ed, two violins,

better call it, made up of
,
a

. tf^^L^the^OW^s made. The effort in making

three clarinets, a bass and kettle drum the r
thev pot started neither

the instruments was wonderful,
ciear and only when they got about

25,*5«
tf>£ sr;s? «-* *-uvus •nd ho’



fully they have recorded it. At the meeting the other day I took ae my text
the words, "Fear not", that were given to Abraham in Genesis and to 3ohn in
the Revelation and also to the nation of Israel in Luke. I tried to show
that God's message throughout the Bible in crisis times to both individuals
and nations was "Fear not" and that the basis for such confidence and peace
was "Unto you is bom a Saviour, Christ the Lord#

The Jacan Bible 3oclety has done us the very great kindness of printing 5,000
copies each of both the Old and New Testament Correspondence Course books.
Its a superior printing Job and Gertrude had them mailed to meAPO/. You can
readily imagine what my room looks like with this huge pile. And the price
was right too. When the clerk of General Assembly saw a copy he wanted an
equal number for the Church's use. The 150,000 copies of the pocket N’.T.'s

have begun to arrive and the other day I had the pleasure of presenting cop-
ies to both the leader and the spokesman of the troublesome 62 compound. Uay
its message grip their hearts.

The first casualty among the Korean Chaplains has been announced, Yoon Kwang

Sup, 29, graduate of Presbyterian 3emlnary, of the class of '5o. He leaves

a widow and two children living on Chai Joo Do. The other missionaries who

attended the graduation dinner of that class will remember how realistically

they faced their ministry, but how little we knew then what these young fel-

lows wbuld meet. Yoon was killed in battle at Kim *ha. I've been over to

Pusan and ploked up a few news tld-bits which maybe old by the time you receive

this. Henry Appenzeller is on his way to America to attend a 'strategic con-

ference. iir. Brannon formerly of Kai Sung and Dr. BllllngB are coming out

for six months intensive evengelism for the Methodists. Ed Kilboume left

for Japan for family health reasons. Uaryella Talmadge is sailing Boon to

America to marry Hay Provost 9 former short -termer of our Wleslon, who is now

finishing his seminary work at Princeton. A Mr. Cggpod of the Assembly or

God Church is arriving soon to open mission and found a native churoh. In

Korean they are called, AW SOON CHUL KYO WHEI, Pentecostal Churoh.

Here is an invitation that was sent out by one of the compounds to officers

to attend an exhibition:

WORDS OF GREETING
We have wasted our time without devoting ourselves to anything

and have determined to have an Exhibition to make our sense-

less everyday life profoundly, for the memory of anniversary of

the first of March. Please attend to the Exhibition! There

will be budding of hope in our minds if you will come.

With warm and wonderful days like today the flowers will soon be budding

and the hillsides pink with azaleas. Spring has come.

Cordially,

(Slgnes) Harold.



Chaplain Harold Voelkel
U.N.POW Camp #1
A. P. 0. 59, c/o Postmaster
San B'runolsco, California

March 18, 1952

Dear Everybody:

Back to Pusan for the monthly Protest- nt Chaplains 1 meeting. The trip
over from Kojedo was the roughest ever and It made us grateful to be able
not to get seasick. After all that Is a very humiliating experience - so
unmanly and also so un-military!! I decided to stay at Presbyterian House
rather than with the re6t of the Kojedo Chaplains at a military billet for
Its always a lot of fun to catch up on Mission activities and upon arriving
at the House was glad to see that Fran Klnsler was down from Taiku for some
committee meetings. The deliberations kept him going all afternoon and then
as we were starting out for dinner to the Officers* Hess I learned that
Fran was taking the evening train for Taiku, really the Seoul train that
leaves Pusan at 7, so there wasn*t much time for conversation after all
but we did cover some ground . Fran reports that the Church continues to
flourish in all its work. Pastors are returning *vorth and about a hundred
are baok to their congregations that extend almost to the front. A thousand
are meeting in a Soo vun Church; seven congregations in Tae Jun which was

. virtually destroyed In the summer of *50. Homes for widows and their chil-
dren have been opened in Seoul, Taiku, and Kyung Ju. A three days class
was held for 40 widows who are qualified to teach in Bible Clubs which will
help them earn a livelihood and at the same time provide education for child-
ren not now in school. On Sunday/s a truck takes groups of seminary students
to churohless filleges and they report fine receptions, the tinbelievers often
invite them to the noon meal. Fran is impressed on his calls to government
offices by the number of Christians in important Jobs. Bill Taylor is dead
a historic character ^who will be known to all old ftorealtes, the former
Chevrolet agent. He died in Tokyo recently. After Putting Fran on the train
we returned home to find John Talmage and his Mister Maryella unloading their
Jeep in front of the House, having Just arrived from Chun Ju. John was put-

« ting Maryella on the plane the next day for Japan and ultimately for Amer-
ica to be married the end of May, I understand to Ray Provost. She stayed
at the Chisholms and John oame back to put up with us. Shortly the two
Mackenzie sisters, Helen and Kathleen, of the Australian Mission called, )(

having heard that Maryella would arrive. The Mackenzies, Helen a doctor and
Kathleen a nurse are still surveying the land not finding it too easy to
decide what they should do. There isn’t any lack of opportunity for service,
that's sure, in fact its the other way. First of all their mission not hav-
ing any medical institution building here does not wish them to start anything
new for this is no time for a building program obviously. So while looking
around they have literally been besieged by U. N • Government agencies on the
one hand and Korean need, overwhelming need, with small and inferior equip-
ment and uncertain sources of support and in lining up with U. N. the oppor-
tunity for definite Christian emphasis is lost. The girls feel the best con-
tribution they can make will be in training schools, preparing others rather
than in the limited work they themselves can do. They gave an illustration
of the valur of training. A couple in their father's lepwesarium had an un-
tainted boy four years of age. Dr. Mackenzie saw that it wouldn't do to have
that youngster around the place so /he opened a childrens' home where this
fellow grew up f , became a dedicated Christian and now although a school teacher
runs a children's home ’’on the side". Naturally the Mac. sisters have known
this fellow through the yeurs and have been visiting his home and the other
day when visiting with the children the teacher put his hand on the head of

one of the orphans and said, "in 20 years he’ll be like me", helping others
One half of the total health program of the South Korean Gov't is being
spent on lepers. 14,000 in institutions and 45,000wanderlng ovew the country.

/



-2 -

Rice has now reached the incredible price of 70,000wun a mal. The rate of
exchange dipped down a bit this week when the Gov't made dollars available
to foreign merchants for certain purchases but this morning it was back again
to w 13,000 for a dollar. The Presbyterian, liethodlst, and Holiness pastors
ought to tit look quite fashionable this Spring for the Boards representing
those churches pooled a fund to buy Spring ai Its for the clergy and the house

here was piled up with part of the 1,200 to be distributed. A practical gift

nioht wahr? When John Talmage returned from the airport he had Herb Codd-

lngton U. D.) of his mission who had arrived on the plane that took Mary-
ella to Japan. That brought up the occuoants to the goodly number of five

in this house hold and since steak, grimed steak, French fries, tomatoes,

peas, carrot and raisin salad, and lemon merangue pie were on the menu at the

officers mess, we got two tables together and with Bruce Cummlng and Earl

Woodburry had a wonderful meal. Delicious steak - could have cut It with a

fork. ?fe ' re all grateful for our blessings, but my guess Is most of the men

would prefer cfcrhed-beef with their families.

At the Chaplain's Conference yesterday afternoon the speakers were Dr. Aber-

nathw of the Southern Baptist mission and Han Kyung Chik. It seemed strange

to me to have Abernathey introduced "Baptist" as a Korean missionary but Its

a fact. Last month the Korean speaker was Hyung Ki Lew, you'll remember. Han

took as his address a sketch of missions in Korea, the Scriptures sent^ohn
Ross and the arrival of R. J. Thomas before the missionaries came, then the

Appenzellers and Dr. Underwood, the great revival of 1907, the Independence

movement of 1910, the Shrine Crisis, persecution In the North under the

Russians and the present suffering. He olosed with an Illustration that was

moving. He told of climbing a hill in Sin w*i Ju In 1942 when the Japs were

fiercest in their opposition. Looking over the city at his feet overwhelmed

by the utter helplessness and misery of the Christians he was so depressed

he put his head between hla knees and wept. WhSltln this beaten and baf-

fled frame of mind Gad gave him a vision. He aa*' ur It were the whole of

Korea before him, countless villages, and In each village a white church In

the center with a bell ringing calling the people to the House of God. It

stirred his soul, his depression had gone, he had the Inner assurance that

God would see him and the Christians through. And now said nan that vision

Is still his Inspiration to believe that God will bring us through this

terrific ordeal to a conclusion that will mean life and blessing to the nation.

Abernathy, formerly of China (30 years) told of being arrested and confined

in his own house by the Japanese until taken to Cheeloo ^n iv
*I'

8 l\y »

other Americans were held. As the Jap. colonel took over he tol**be™athy

this house and all in 1 b Is mine and you can take out only your personal

things that fit Into thatsultcase. Abernathy was repatriated on

later took a job as advisor In China to a U. S. agency and was In .hlna when

th® jaDfl surrendered. He reached hie home not Ion? after and found tne

colonel still In possession, but how different. ®.^®^y "^?t
®J/*be

a
cJl-

the colonells words, "This la now my house and all that s In it and the col

onel remembered distinctly that that was what he J°r°! t?en-
quotatlon went home to the soul of the Colonel and he listened most atten

tivelv to A* e Christian appeal. And what a lesson for us here and now. ,my

Llw. drt»« u. .H to,r.n...d faith and prayor and hop.

for deliverance soon. ‘‘This is my Father s \orld •

Cordially

Harold.
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Chaplain Harold Voelkel
U. N. POW #1
A.P.O. 59, o/o Postmaster
San Fr.ncisco, California

April 5, 1952

Dear Everybody:

I've just been over to Pu.an .od have .n It.. or t.o Jo
p...

family. But before I bejla may I eay that I am^surpri^^ ^ a pleasure to
time of the wide circulation these n

the receiving end for months and per-
hear from those of you who have ben on £heReceiving

scents wUch ought to
haps years. You can send meana

soring has come, and as crowded as
stir you ('.) to write ^mediately.

more so with everyone
Pusan has been during the 1

' Th streets are Jammed-packed with
coaxed outdoors by the balmy sunshine. The Jtre.t. ar 3

t/make Ume
people and it would help to have a

and the rush of traffic
getting around. And despite

and courage among other ways by the
young Korea demonstrates 1 P

Pusan on the way to the P. X. where so

following: at the circie in t
whipping toos oblivious to speeding Jeeps

BQch traffic is headed, ^°^^ermInationand non-challance ,
don't you think?

trucks, trailers, etc. 1 Australian Mission out for a two year term

I met Rev. Geroge Anderson of ^he Austral
for po0d . The Arch Camp-

Mr. Lane of that mission 1® re u
month. The Hills are scheduled for fur-

bells are leaving for
3o pre s. Mission, is returning to the

lough this summer. John Talmadge, S
. Petrie Mitchell, So. Pres.

States next month. He bas been alone in Mokpo.^Petr^^ ^ nec*
treasurer was at Presbyterian Hou

, m^e ra^ e this time was 14,000

essary to come to Pusan to get money ' S-
^ dipped down a bit. Jim Phillips

wun for a dollar. It had been up ^f^Ymet ScK and Frazer, Canadians,

our treasurer arrived the moaning
Severance dans. The original plan had

and learned from them <jf a ch g
, b , -ii+ate and occupy the whole plant, and

been for the Auny to take owr,:^^abllitate ana oc^ ^ Seouli Much of

with that in mind Dr. ^ra
y YhS been completed! but now the army is mov-

the repair work ^YnNCAclticcessor to Marshall Plan) will take over and

ing elsewhere and the UNCAC (successor
_ 2Q whlch wlll reserved for

equip Severance for a capacity of 5
. hol£ fl wh0 are directing the work at the

orphans. Harry Hill and I visit
.

XnKelistic work. Six Koreans, Seminary

POW hospital Camp in Pusan -
“ them, and Bertha has been able to st *rb

students and Bible >/omen are piping the,«, an
respor)Be> j thlnk there are 46

a Bible Institute among the Women wit * met an officer who had the

students. On the boat returning to the
machme for use in treating

responsibility of install
vith the construction of a special room

tuberculosis in the Pow bospit '

. na t ailati on would cost $75,OOO.oo. America

the machine it was estimated tb®
would that their treatment of our

is giving its best to treat and f^re Po^s.
CHINA, an expose of

men was as good . Have you ^st^cLn^ ^Spulate the thoughts of

the techniques whereby the
n?°lnK here ^ God ’ 8 6oodness t0 UB SB aPP

and
*

their victims. He are reJ®1 ®1
!^ examination, Catechumen and Baptism, and

tto n+ pr We have a total of 2>10u
_ thp larfte number cannot give

hav. ' larg.^planp
6
1or^aster ,

^V^l^n
congregations sunrise services will be h®l®-

thg message of Easter holds for

;Sa
r
irLP'ef°LfpioSrahon.* CHRIST IS RISEN, living and trlu.phan •

Cordially

,

Harold



April 7, 1952

Dear Everybody:

God save me such a happy day yesterday, Sunday, I feel I v*ust write you

another page, a postscript to the letter I sent out Just two days ago. I

was Invited to preach the sermon at another compound celebrating Its first

anniversary and It turned out as the other anniversaries have, to be*, a time

of great Inspiration. The school building where we met was packed with num-

bers standing at the doors, a congregation estimated to be about 1,400. An

elder ©resided , and after announcing a time of silent prayer the choir chanted

In most of the compounds where we have churches the Catholics also have groups

and our men hear them chanting the old historic chants of the church and

t hprPhv catch on to a tyoe of music heretofore comparitlvely unknown to

Presbvterlans. The choir yesterday of about 40 men was exceptionally good and

put real feeling and precision Into their work. I was moved by the beauty of

their singing.
B
We then followed through In the regular order of service and a

after mv eenon on Spiritual growth", the rat yeA^istory of the church was

reached" I was then called out to receive a gift, an oil painting, a copy of

Hoffman's (I believe It is) Christ in Gethsemane, two by three feet. I am

leep?y grateful for it, first for its excellence as a painting and also for the

depth of Its snlritual challenge. I used to have a copy of ths picture In my

studv in Andong but lost it when out things disappeared during the war. After

the service I found my car which I had parked Inside the compound all decor-

ated
8

with flowers (artificial) in the shape of a large cross tied in front

of the radiator from which over the tip and around the sides of the cars

streamers of flowers were tied, a riot of color. Really comparable to a float

I was anxious to get away for I've been eating quite a few meals in the com-

pounds with great enjoyment but two weeks ago I picked up a bug somewhere and

had a terriblv severe attack of dysentery. With the aid of cloromiceton

(Ie that the way to spell it?) I got over it and have made a complete recovery

+ hnn erht it the part of wisdom to keep away from native food for a while.

But beciSt of SI Agency In4 love of their Appeal and in view of the festive

Scasic^I yielded and stayed and to my delight they had prepared dumplings

which they know to be my very favorite dish. 3o I ate heartily ana

B lmu £ Lsss.ss:mys

?

jLFsr

danger and difficulty. ^nd large and enthusiastic congregation
they meant. The sight ot tms seconu

f re1olcln p- in the goodness

"l hr..

shows the story of the Noahic flood was mown " ^d Slrtainly helped
know when I have enjoyed liberty in the HOLY SPW .

me, I feel sure, get His truth to tne hearts of His new son

Cordially

Harold



Chaplain Harold Voelkel
U. N. POW Camp #1
A.P.O. 59, c/o Postmaster
San Francisco, California

Aferil 15, 1952

Dear Friends:

Easter Day - a bright and blessed day. Rain fell in torrents on Good Friday

and the wind blew so furiously we feared the Qunset would be aarried off, but

by Sunday the roads were dry, the sky clear and bright, and the day delightful

ly mild.

You will remember tnat three of the pastors who help in the Camp live in a

village about seven miles distant, and each morfning I take off at 7; 45 to

meet these three who begin walking, leaving their homes at seven. Our pre-

gram for Easter called for services in twenty compounds, establishing catechu-

mens baptisms, and the observance of the L0rd'd Supper. The arrangements for

the examinations actually took weeks and I can truthfully say that a tnorough

consideration was given to each man's fitness for the significant step he w&s

taking. I mentioned last week that the large number made it impossible to

give oral examination and we therefore resorted to written quizes, with later

personal interviews of the candidates. Nearly 700 applied for baptism and

14-57 for the oatechumenate. Finally 614 passed for baptism and 1397 catechu-

mens This reminds me of the remark of an American pastor visiting here some

years ago who when he learned of our requirements for church admission said,

tilt ia easier’ to get into Heaven than it is into the Korean Church. To which

I replied, "Heaven is different from Korea", (and so is America).

The elements had to be prepared for 3,000 communicants, and because of a lack

of cups ( we used paper ones previously ) it was decided to adopt the tincture

method, the pastor dipping the bread into the cup help by the assisting elder

and as he moves around the congregation places the dipped bread into the mouth

of the participants. X had never tried this method before and wondered what

the reaction of the Koreans to it w uld be. To my surprise and pie; sure It

met with complete approval all around. But I m getting ahead of my story.

With three pastors in the Jeep station-wagon we are driving aer a pass and

down the valley green with the freshly washed wheat and barley, in the clear

air of a radiant^Easter morning. What an inspiration. Near the camp we picke

up two more pastors and shortly we were all in our assigned compounds ready fo

worship vVe rotate from&a*ddyy Sunday to Sunday, a plan that enables us to

maintain a fellowship with all the groups. This time I was in the compound

where the Christian leader was killed two days before Christmas by the Reds

whlresented his efforts to decorate the place with Christian mottoes. Since

then the violent Communists have cleared out and sent to another
roS^^Whe/l*

1

a revival has taken place that has brought hundreds Into ^ .pose to rTceive
arrived the church leaders were seating the catechumens and those .o rec i

baptism on front fows at either side of the congregation. An aitist in tne

XwEU! a.t to „.J, ha-3 paints . «pr«,o.otaUo„

of the institution of thS Lord's Supper which provioed an background for

the Communion Table. Promptly at nine, the scheduled time fhnmn pr^/er '

a

silent prayer, there was a response by a choir of 0, ‘ ^ * + j. e
trumpet' solo Gertrude's purchase, a gift of friends in the

J
S A ) .

and the

sermon. I preached on the RESURRECTION, naturally, fro»m .
bark £9

J f
the Rising from the Dea<L Should Mean", leasing the fact of the jlracl oi

the empty tomb, its significance for our salvation, the confidence lb giv

the ultimate victory of righteousness over sin, the °V
^en in

future Judgment , and the certainty that is ours now of immortality,

turn we publicly examined the catechumens and those to ^
baptized^

The large school building was crowded and the men were Bitting -o ^° 8e

gether it was really difficult moving among them to give the Japtisms. I

quired real physical exertion to squeeze between them Packed ln a
®J£®ned to

so tightly on the floor. Considerable time too was required. I happe

look up at the elder, A POW, who was assisting me and he was so hot the per



„,.8t . on -Ha drlpt)lnK from hla face. Also In the Communion service that

BiJSiT the elder 2a I had to push our way up one row and dojn the other.

'l
0
* -ho/* ^Vtowahir Praise God for the crowd and for the faith J’lat

Sut what a *ello •"*^
the

r
{£liain- *ith the doxolopy anl the benediction

experience , ?atherlnF around the Lord's

Table In a orison camp In Korea.

Heartily yours in Christ

Harold.

r noatsorio of «ipril 7th arrived first, so I waited for his

Kh .U.hL-,. mt.l «y. later, ttl. 1. «» roaaon

for the delay of these letters- H. J. -a - •)



Taegu Korda, April 30, 1952

i Dear Everybody:

Korean General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church Is In session in TaecuThe Korea oldtimers would delight in the fellowship of these days. The weatherhas been perfect, the days balmy and bright, and every Christian can’t help
but be grateful at the evident blessing of God upon Hie Church. Progress isthe watchword everywhere and the General Assembly takes on the aspect of apraise service# Hartshir economically, uncertainty politically and other dif-
ficultles and problems are with us but God is here too and His faithfulness inthe past gives us confidence for the future. You will be Interested in the missionaries present. Among the Southerners are the Joe Hoppers, Senior and Junior
Pete atchell, Elmer Boyer; Australians Anderson and Lane; Canadian Frazer: iforth
erbers Campbell, Hill, Klnslor, Decamp, Van Lierop, Rice, Voelkel. ulte a
round-up isn't it? We're divided between the Campbell (Switzer) house and Erueni
old home. I'm writing this in the Bruen'e and I

f ve had an emotional experience
being here for this is the first home in which Gertrude and I stayed when we
first arrived in Korea.

The Assembly is going along nicely. With the Seminary problem that caused such
terrible controversy settled there is nothing of particular seriousness to cause
strife although some Northern pastors have stirred up some feeling by request-
ing that they oe allowed to form separate Presbyteries within the already estab-
lished southern J-resbyteries. I say Keeling has teen^reated but it is not like-
ly to result in the bitterness of former years when the unity of the church
seemed threatened. Despite prperty throughout the church everybody seems to be
here, pastors from all over who are not delegates but who came for the fellow-
ship and inspiration of the gatherings. The men get around somehow deanite the
miserable transportation. Also, yesterday morning was the graduation of the
Theological seminary and many came for that. '.Vhat a ceremony it was. The large
First Church was Jam-packed, the sanctuary beautifully decorated with mottoes
and flowers, and the graduates and faculty gowned like any American Seminary
group. Arch Campbell the president set the precedent, distinguished and hand-
some man that he is. There were 106 graduates, and the year's work of the
seminary is nothing less than a miracle when one realizes the handicaps under
which it was done. Now listen to this it is a fact, incredible as it sounds:
in the AdamB house, across the road next Kae Sung School, which was used as a
dormitory 180 seminary students lived. One missionary residence housed 180
men. And that doesn't stress the enormity of the size of missionary houses,
for it isn't extra large, but it will enable you to understand what the fellows
went through in order to get a ministerial training. From the basement to the
attic every nook and crany was occupied, even the closets. Two or three men
slept in some of the closets.

The Campbells are leaving for furlough in two weeks and Arch who accepted the
presidency of the seminary for one year only, resigned, borne days ago the di-
rectors met and asked him to consider staying on which he declined. Yesterday
again the directors insisted that he hold the office even though he went on
furlough. That is a favorable commentary on his work. The Koreans will next
appeal to Dr. John Smith our Board secretary wh£ is due here soon to consent
to having Arch carry on. put the pace that both Arch and Fran Klnsler and all

connected with the seminary have been maintaining ie killing. So many people
are waiting around day and night to see them they don't get time to eat regw
ularly. Helen Campbell is here, the first “wife" to get permission to return.

She arrived a few days ago and with Arch will sail to America from Pusan di-

rectly. I think I have alluded to what wives might say if they say/ the condi-

tions under which these lonely hUBbands are living. I thought of my previous

remarks when I first met Helen who commenting on the state of affairs said,

(concerning the servant), M
I think Kim Si chose the better part, to feed the

men and launder their clothes but ohl the dirtl" Let me hasten tc add that I

don't think the house is so terrible filthy its more Helen's high standards!

At least we'll leave it that way.
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' I haven* t Riven you the names 8f the Assembly's new officers, the Moderator

Jav Suk from Kwang Ju, Vice Moderator Y1 Wun Yung of Andong. I'm here not

only attending 0. A. but also en^route to Yung Chun, 60 11 east of Taegu the

railroad Junction where one of the new POW Camps Is being established. It Is

one of five, Yung Chun, Pusan, Masan, Kwang Ju and Non San. Doubtless news tot

this effect has appeared In the newspapers. Bruce Gumming Is transferlng to

Kwang Ju where Incidentally his wife Is located and what about that for a Prov-

idential arrangement to be assigned to reside with one's wife. The army does

It right on occasslon, doesn't it? We will doubtless have to be Itinerating

around from one camp to the other. It means quite an upheaval In our work but

we are more or less used to that with the constancy of the changes among a

arouD of men so large. Speaking of travel reminds me to mention that the other

dav when I enquired about the price of railroad tickets from Pusan to Taegu the

pastop4hom 1 asked smiled for the demand for tickets Is so great and the supply

so meagre it Is necessary to stand in line from early morning until late In the

dav to be able to buy one. Since ouay travellers don t have the time to wait

in line that way the obvious takes place, a blackmarket In railroad tickets,

gy iinng 25/more you can get a ticket from a blackmarketeer . while in this

strain 1^11 have to tell of the series of robberies that the ^usan people have
® It8 Qulte the topic of conversation these days. I’ve al-

ready told you of Otto Oe Camp being robbed while lr. Tae Jun at the Methodist

house there and then previous to that while Stan Soltou was here losing clothes

ind shoe®: Sly .aster morning thieves came to Pusan ^sbyterian House while

Harrv Hill was alone and relieved him of two cnaerua, suit, wallet, keys, etc.

rZl later a policeman passing the house caw the back door open and upon

iailltliSiSn f£Jd\ ?bl2? «s in thl house who escaped through the front door.

In Cn“c ( Accessor to Marshall plan) Jeep was waiting In front of the house

obviously to carry the thief and the loot off, 00 the cop arrested the occupants

a5d nothing hac oeen heard since. Incidentally Harry Hill Is a light sleeper

vou'll remfmber and only awoke after the visitor (the first one) had carried a

oat farrv saw the thief's flash light but that was all. The

isragraSs
varl.U loot. our »[..lon.ry'r..ia.o«.l
necessity of establishing artillery u

|on8rB fr0m considering Korea.
But please don t let this discourage i

Adventists were visited laet
You’re welcome. Keally. Oh yes, the ^ven j

d t0 t,Ugrierles by this
week too and Dr. Rue lost a new suit, but ha a Quite

JJa In Seoul, a few
time. They bad a number of unwelcome vial

puilty of robbery too.
»o.r. too. out I muatn t sign

‘"“‘'JthS’poi clw on. of the Fa.tor. tola
The other morning in our daily aevotlons in p

Sunday when he was
this experience of a day or two After JJjry^Dujyj t# tell hlm
completely exhausted, a woman from tne v 6 n J0 .jld pastor Kim please come
that her Uttle girl was

v£too tired after the
and pray for the child. He begged o , y S

morning. Kim's own thought
services of the day, and promised to call the next

°™J
n«

lped . 3ut the next
was that the mother was unduly alarmed an^ any y Bhame at falling the
morning the child was dead and he con

f! v®iore the community. I would not mln-
mother In her need, Kim felt JlBgao.d b.for*

j[;dlcate. ^ u
lmiae the breakdown morally that all the

Jhere be any taking from
does challenge us to ea^ ®“ r

*V rlg^tfully their'

e

to expect from us.

others the ministry we owe them that is rigniiui y

Cordially,



Chaplain Harold Voelkel
U. N. POW Camp #1
A. P. 0. 59, c/o Postmaster
San Francisco, Calif.

May 3, 1952

Dear Everybody:

v, ariinurned and here are a few details of the activities
General. Assembly has ^djour d d

evident from the first that the
and decisions. As

J
" r
f^f^or^y; their candidate was elected on the

for ModSator by a 2?3 lead over the next highest candidate,
first bal

numbers did not keep the minority from noisy demonstrations

hive detracted from the dignity and propriety of previous Assemblies
such as have aetracLea x

- , + Vl o + the veiling and screaming was never con-
although It must be ^e

n°^nJ
S
ls that this^ime the larger numbers of the Con-

fined to one side.
- ry for them to carry on as before, and by the

eervatives made it Recess y their stalllng and delaying tactics were get-
second day the Liberals sa

j better get these unpleasant elements out
ting them nowhere. I thin hdP happl| r and ln3plrlng items. Overtures
of the way f^st and the 3

lnts again3t both the Chosen Seminary and its
to the Assembly includ P

Liberal theologian. After most regretable
leading professor Kim Chai Jun Llbera^^ ^ Qhurch group ,

lt wa3
fireworks, which a'theological

, departure from the faith to his Pres-
decided to

done be?Se bS it ... expected that this
-bytcry

v action would he taken. Concerning the seminary It
time definite desclpllri y duate& of this institution would be ordained,
.as decided that fro. no. on e™duatei

?L Presbyterian ministry it .a. de-
Also , so many students have been enterin|

, tak» a ,, a r' s work in
cided that any graduates from

beinc ordained. Another issue aside from
General Assembly 3

ely enough caused considerable feeling and
the Seminary one, which 3t^6

£ bli >^ent of indeoentent tee northern Pres-
stirred up much heat, was the

within the Southern areas. An “emergency
byteri&hs by refugee congregat

permit the notherners wherever they
Appeal" was submitted asking the G. A to Permitjhe ^ bodle3> de s Pite
are, in Taegu, Pusan, Kojedo^ any h

al ready organized Presbytery. The ad-
the presence within the bounds ° tlcallt

y
see

*
ed remote to the missionaries

r vantage of such a plan and its
p evidentallv be encountered in trying to

and not a few difficulties will very evident a:Llyioeenc ^ ^ Qf U£J

work out but the Northerners wer
from the north here and their intermlngl-

had hoped that the presence of so many
^recSions would help in ridding the

ing with the Southerners in the same ® 2®. fhi s idea can’t help but intensify
Church of any vestiges of ”°£fS“hXL££l one tee missionaries kept
it. in both this discussion and ^etheologic

confusion that i
completely out of things. Hhat ill one of the sessions an elder not
arose from time to time I must add thjt ^t

°n®
u^tretched arms yelled, "The

a delegate got a vision and standing P , .» Soon friends quieted him and
Holy Spirit Commands, the Holy Spirit command

•
f earnestly dedicated

«t hll down but it .a, another phenomena ^lyfm^ti Emitted liberties
men who under the pressure and te

2
3l °^uld n0

® expect to receive. After one
that groups in mormal c

^
r3U”3t^c®

be
C
?nspiration

P
of the Scriptures visitors

Impassioned address in behalf of
An elder spoke up urging self-control

&?&%£* tflilM the? laV inwardly and

Yi Tae Yung missionary to China w.h°Be fam y i

f dlfficu lty of getting
ships of the Korea missionaries in.Shan S»

conditions the work goes

money to them, illness, etc. *^e£ cSteIs were built. It amazed all

forward and during the past year
carrying on a correspondence with those

of us to hear how they’ve succeeded in ca£^6°n
£ent of severance

in China but they do it »•; • Jth on^ado of whloh I've written

JS: s ISoSi-iSI
“ .lent set across to you the visor

and enthusiasm of the Church-
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The Seminary budget for next year Is a hundred million Wun ($10,000.oo) no
mean sum for an Infant institution only a year old. Fran Klnsler has been
elected acting president during the coming year when A^ch Campbell is on
furlough. There are as I

T ve stated above bikke rings, rivalries and kx
Jokeylng for power among some of the leaders of the church but we f re on the
march. The suffering that has come to the country has sanctified to the
Christians the reality of Christ’s presence and the certainty of His help
and goodness. I can still hardly believe the report that there are now
3,000 Presbyterian churches in South Korea. Think of that! And the holy
ambition of the brethern is amazing. They are now asking for a fund to help
them in an overall evengelistic campaign that will DOUBLE the church, a
hundred percent increase v. And please remember that this program is being
made in the midst of terrible poverty and privation. Andong Presbytery
sent in an appeal for help in a section of its territory where the people
face a total crop failure. I heard this morning that around Tejun farmers
were fa&:£ being forced to sell their barley now its half grown condition,
receiving a merej 500 Wun a pyung for it whereas they would get 5,000 for
the same amount at harvest two months from now. The church gatherings al-
ways bring rich fellowship and with the passing of the years these ties grow
more and more precious. I met many friends with whom I was formerly asso-
ciated so closely and see now only once or twice a year at some church

* affair. Let me cite an example of the blessing of Christian fellowship from
what I saw in the Campbell hfome last night. I’ve been staying with them
during the Assembly. A day or two ago I overheard Arch ask Helen about a
group that he wanted to have to dinner. "They say they haven’t got any
place to go" Helen readily consented and it happened that all the mission-
ary guests eating regularly at the Campbells happened to be elsewhere that
night. I had asked Edna Lawrence and Otto DeCamp to go with me to the
Army mess hall. When I returned I found a group of fine clean-cut fellows
Arch had referred to gathered around the dining roonj table and a second
table in the living room. "Ah", I thought to myself, "That’s the bunch
Arch was speaking about" I went to another room to spend the evening and
at about 9:30 heard them singing. Who were they? Alumni of the little

9 academy Arch ran on a shoestring for years in Kang Kei. They were his boys
and being at the Assembly they must get together. Arch told me of each one
reporting his experience getting from Kang Kei in the far north to so uth
Korea, of all they had gone through at the hands of the Communists. But
they had made it and there they were together once more. Finally they sang
the school song and pledged themselves anew to the Lord Jesus whom Arch
had held up to them in the years past in the little school.

Cordially,

Harold



May 13, 1952

jear Everybody.
Please note new address :

Chaplain Harold Voelfcel

4th Military Police Service Co,

A.P«0. 301, c/o Postmaster,
San Francisco, Calif.

Provisional
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_ Hnnae in Pusan. I am enroute from KOJEDO to nry

Greetings from Free
y ^ 26 miles east of Taegu, the railroad Junction

new assignment in Y g Iu _Kyunft ju lines. I imagine you are all waiting
of the Andong-Taegu ^nd Taeg px 6 “

f th G|neral. I was there when
for th. “inoldo {*.,-£ Sir?hS?r;» much to tell. It created quite .

it happened bu
sure for the Reds have been so brutal in the past,

3tlr in the ^Py^“a
L?ttln you! there was no telling that they would not

examples of which I ’

f most civilians is, "why didn't the Amer-
klll their captive. The react!

( that lan t t a8 easy as it might first
ican^ troops go right in afte^hi

ahQW Qf vlolenoe on 0ur part would have
appear for the

^
ike

^
i
^°fh p, _ _art . it doesn't take a Red long to club or

resulted in vio}-®n°® 2> one could be exactly sure where they would have
strangle a man to death. No

moving him around. Observers with
the general at any given ^1“® f

. tlmea the Reds moved their prisoner
glasses from a tow.rcounteda total

&
of

compound by force and killed
in one day. Moreover, if the

details would be broadcast as a

a number of POW's. whether many or few, the details woui^ ^ strlpee „ rep.

"massacre" by the Pangmunjum p P S
, t0 the COmpound so a contact could be

ported here, telephone wire
inside and headquarters on the outside,

established between the ^eueral o
f the gpodtreutment given him. Why

and wd were receiving re Por
J “f 1 " gate of the

6
compound where the Communists

the General stood where he did at the gate
are inves ti gating now

could capture him is the ^stlon
^lnBvel . Everything was in readiness as

and which no one but the victim can ans ^ * a Bhow of force, an action

General Ridgeway announced
an* operation as you can appreciate. Obvious

that would have been nb insignificant P
the shooting starts no

it would have endangered many African lives^ior^ ^ ^ a prospect that

°

s?v.r
u
.
l
coS:.srr

sl
p«u«"

u
aim. u. ju

;tr/?f St j“bS«t
t
2,p«Uo: hu.*.' »>.t *»* t"°

years now) this POW ministry has been.

As the newspapers in Arne rica^ have doubtie ss jedo to

obviously includes all the Christians, have °®®n * r*
he weat> yUng Chun in the

five camps on the mainland, Kwang u .n
five 0. A. C. chaplains, three Cath-

east Masan and Pusan in the south.
mvaplf are being assigned, one

olios and two Srotestants, Jruce Cumming^^ A
^ held*d for Yung Chun. Bruoe

each to the five camps and. as I sai
having tb move to and live in Kwang

Cumming has the "distressing necessity of having
ence. The Chinese are

ju where his wife is! What about that ^ klnaiy rro ^ there wlth them . Need-

in Chey Ju Do, Quelpart, and ®
lly this separation from so many of my

he «».pn.b » «i.*- -*— •-

able these men to be released.

On Sundays a "Union Church Service" is lith^he^Meto odls

Methodist House, and here *lt«nately . «d looks at 71. And the

with Dr. Billings the preacher. Ho
^ ran8 capry their years lastly and

same 1s true of Dr. Brannon, ^heaw veter
thlnk of these men as tjeing in

seems strange to us "younger “tealonari
+ th is afternoon and »old or

their seventies. Pete SP^zheit, Methodl t
19 miles from the front,

a visit to a church rnprth of th© 3o^n pax*



The whole area was levelled as far as buildings was concerned from the
fighting of course, hut the congregation was carrying on. Children were
gathered on the concrete foundation of where the school building once was
to study.

Yesterday I asked the fellows here, Ot'co De Camp, Harry Hill, and Ed Kil-
bourne to the army me96 for dinner and on the way down we saw Peter Van-
Lie rop trudging his way to the house. He had sent word that he was coming
but the rush of things everyone forgot to send to the station for him. We
picked him up and took him along and got details of the terrible famine
that has overtaken the localities in the Andong area. The crops in these
places were a total failure last Fall and the little the people have been
able to get to eat from the government or elsewhere has gone long since.
Pete at General Assembly time approached the UNCAC authorities ( United
Nations Civilian Assistance Corps) successors to the Marshall Plan to do
something and arrangements where made for a group to visit the effected
areas. The suffering is dreadful. The group visited numbers of houses and
saw children dying, shriveling up and so weakened from lack of nourishment
they couldn't stand up. Only half the Christians in the local congregatl oms
have strength enough to attend church^ services, and some schools have dis-
continued sessions for three months because the children haven't been strong
enough to walk to school. UNCAC promised to help out with food, aa d Pete

is down here on a private round up of both food and clothing. He reports
having succedded in getting. 50 biles of clothing from Church World Service

and 80 bags of flour. Our Mission's Executive Committee authorized him

cash enough to buy a truck load of grain for distribution. These 8ou|d like

large amounts and Pete is grateful to be able to take the two truck loads

with him but as generous as the 80 bags of ffcour are, for example, dividing

it among ten localities will mean a mere 8 bags wi ch won't provide nourishment

very long. The sights alone; the streets of terrible provert.y and the awful

reports of individual -causes that come to us are crushing to ohe ' s spirits.

Paul Haynes of the Oriental Missionary Society arrived today by nlane and

visitors have bean in to see him. He Just cam© in to tell me that he is

actually weak physically from hearing of the needs of so many who are so

close to him and not being able to do much about it. Inflation continues h

soaring, .lice is now 105,000 wun a mal, practically three times what it was

last January. The rate of exchange is now more than 16,000 wun for a dollar.

Last night Otto DeCamp wrote out a check for 338 million wun! Some financing,

isn't it?

I failed to mention in connection with the Pusan FOW Camp that Harry Hill

has kindly agreed to take two hours a day, as is also the pastor of Central

Church Pyeng Yang. This is a great comfort to me a nee I can t be around

these parts^ If I can get boob one to take hold of things in ivasan the parish

will be to a degree manned. Opportunities are pushing in unon us, more than

we have time and strength for •

Arch Campbell was In tw<an today making final arrangements for

urday night for furlough. He and Helen will sail from here on the FLYING

DRAGON

.

Cordially,

Harold
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Dear Everybody:

Now that I'm stationed In Yung Chun I get Into Talk* about once a week
on a visit, and upon entering the Mission House I hardly recognized It.
The explanation? Helen Campbell had completed her Spring house-cleaning.
I think I mentioned before that at Ceneral Assembly time Otto DeCamp re-
marked It was evident that no woman had been around the place for sometime
by the number of magazines dated 1950 still plied up on tables and desks!
The rooms now look almost bare with so much of the accummulatlons of the
months and years since the evacuation cleared away. Fran Klnsler spoke of
Helen completing each day with "twelve baskets of fragments" to be disposed
of, and at that rate you can appreciate what a different house this bachelor
domicile became under the care and attention of a missionary wife. This is
a tribute to her and a recoginltlon of the contribution they all make to their
home s

.

Chaplain Harold Voelkel
4th Military Police Service 8o. Provisional
A. P.0.301, c/0 Postmaster
San Franclsoo, Calif.

June 9, 1952

Dr. Scott of the Canadian Mission who Is on a visit to Japan and Is meeting
the members of the separated families of Korea missionaries said he was
thereby fulfilling the Injunction of James 1:27... "to visit the fatherless
and widows in their affliction". These separations are hardly arillotl ons
but they are lengthening out the to years now and yet there are few regrets
for It is the price to be paid these days for the rich fruitfulness of the

spiritual h-rveat God is giving us In Korea today. This leads to a refer-
ence to the outlook In our adopted labd, for from both a military, polltloal
and economic consideration the prospect Is not bright. Warnings are being

given of the oossiblllty of a Red attack, for with the approach of the

rainy season conditions would be particularly favorable totthtemm Our highly
mechanized forces would be bogged down and the air-force 's effectiveness

would be lessened. You recall that the Initial attack was June 25, 950,

very shortly before the time the rainy season usually begins.

Politically the President Synyman Rhee Is shocking us all with his dictator

tactics. He Is completely out of order In this and yet few will question

the fact that he Is the strongest man In the country and Is the logioal one

for the nation's leadership. Four candidates among the legislators are

active politically but nontls especially well-known nor have they given

any demonstration of the needed qualifications for the presidency. Shee

has the confidence and affection of the people. Also, if four candidates

backed by four parties get going In a race for the office, confusion and

division will result at a time when Communists through guerrilla activity

are already boring from within and striving to divide and terrify South

Korea. Economically prices are sky-rocketing fallowing the fabulous rise

In the price of rice. Some pastors salary Is now a million wun a month

and that doesn’t permit them any extravagance in living.

But let me get back to Talku where we have a new-comer in the .lsslon, Tom

Harnlsh, the new Mission treasurer. He comes from the church of Franclai

and Helen Rhodes Scott, Montrose, Pa., and Is a former pilot In the airforce.

His wife and two young sons, Tommy and Stevie, are living in a duolex in

Tokyo with Elizabeth DeCamp and their children. Tom Impresses us all as

the man for the Job. The Arch Campbells are back In America and Arch is

to receive his D. D. fn m Beaver College. Congratulations Dr. u„mpbeii.

A doctorate might have been given you for any one of a number of accom-

pllshments In Korea.

Doubtless all of you are reading about Kojedo In the papers and
^
ow

story can be told, that Is many;? details can be given that 1
.

could not wfrite about at the time. And now having learned of the conditions



t

n

the brutality and murder that characterized life In many of the compounds
of the ROW Camp during the oast months, you can appreciate more readily
the depth of the faith of the Christians who remained true despite constant
danger. Number of the Christians took thelpfetand at the risk of their lives
and their testimony Is the more glorl.ua because of It. And the end Is not
yet, for as you may have read In a Rightist camp there I am at YVmg Chun
three men were found dead one mornihg and fourteen badly beaten as a result
of bitterness carried over from Kojedo. I am Interested in the violence of
the reaction against the camp authorities In many circles in America. Did
you see TIME magazine allowed itself to refer to those Involved In the
General's capture as "boobs", and the article In this week's number Is highly
critical of the administration. For us the fact remains and the encourage-
ment 1 8 that much greater that the Church has thrived and prospered despite
persecution and danger. Great patience snd steadfastness have been necessary
from the beginning

.

This Is being written In Tokyo in the quiet of our home, and I can't tell
you what a Joy It Is to be back with the family for a little visit again.
The occasion Is the graduation of our Jack from High School. Many of you
will be Interested In the activities of the days for It has been one of

triumph for Korea. The exercises were hsld out of doors on the lawn of

the Meguro High School, the former Tokyo American School, In the midst of

a flower g,arden on a lovely afternoon, June6th. The graduates were beau-

tiful In their white robes and caps. A Japanese orchestra played for the

processional, and students of the school chorus sang two numbers. The plat-

form was decorated with much brass, Including Oeneral Weyland, who has been

nominated for his fourth star, father of one of the graduates. The miss-

ionary kids covered themselves with glory; Art Mnsler, termed the bralne

of the Senior class In the year school book ,
received the National Honor

Society scholarrhip prize of *500.00 and g^d tha galutatory.
*»*£«J*

tvi* hnv 1 * gneaoh. There in the presence of all the brass ana eisLinc

Mon Sf Skvo's hl^h^st he delrer declared In a clear discussion of peace

had been elected.

Wonderful privileges of Christian fellowship have oeen their's this year,

A young missionary to Japan, Ken Clark, who works among Japanese High School

students has given time to the American students of that age and each week

has led a meeting for them in the home of some one of them, for the purpose

of grounding these boys and girls In the fAlth and in a knowledge of how to

use the Word in soul •winning. They have learned how todo personal work

and are zealous in their individual witness among their school-mates for

Christ. On Sunday evening a meeting called Chapel Teens is held in the

downtown army Chapol Center, conducted by the young people themselves with

guest apeakere to bring inspirational messages. Testimonies are called for

and expected and they have the ring of depth and genuiness. They are fac-

ing the challenge of a life lived for Christ, especially on the Mission

field. 1

. 0
In two weeks, Lord willing, our four Korean boys,- Eddie Adams, Art ana nose

Kinsler , J&ck, with Jim Fhillips of our Mission, are leaving on a British

boat to return to America via the ports, stopping at Hongkong, Singapore,

Rangoon, Calcutta, Bombay, Aden, Post Said, and on through Europe to^N. Y.

What fun they are having planning it and what a privilege it will be.

pray it will be the means of truly enlarging their world vision and increas-

their awareness of the world's need. Eventful days lie ahead, fbr being



B00n . they all face the draft and all that means.

.111 in ...» of f».lr live..

Last Saturday ' /MCaJpal'fo^a'tlJe
0"'?.!^^!^. Olfa John-

Presbyterian Mission H<ou
( Ravine soon for America were up from Kyoto

Bon and Kay Clark w£°
secretary for Korea, Is arriving- In Tokyo (or Is

Or. John Smith, our Board ^ecre y arrive In a day or two there will

already here) and when Ned and Sue Adams^rrive^^
of

y
thlng8 and an fe»-

be an all -day meet lnp, on Fi»W
B0 dear t0 our berets. And In the

dinner together.

Cordially yours

Harold

.

( Dear Folks letter from a mimeographed letter sent out

Again I have usual routes just in case some have

by Gertrude and am sending 1 ^ aure know these letters are

not received a copy from Jawan.
e(J

y
a desire of having a copy of

mimeographen in Tokyo. :>om
'

j nm gure if you would send postage to

Harold’s letters to k*®P*
t^you. As she has APO privileges she oan

Gertrude she would mall copies t Y
, aeven days on a three

2.. ».
3;

A. l"n JJlw .uch .. th.y

cent postage stamp, nowever, a «

are for those who may desire this metha. .
,jlncerely ,



Chaplain Harold Voelkel

/ 4th Military Police Servioe Co Provisional
A. P.0 .301 ,

o/o Postmaster

San Francisco, Calif.
A Yy June 20, 1952

Dear Everybody:

Still in Toltjo on X..«, 0.*rud|ij» th.
PJJJlJS 5“

“? “°™
K
"‘‘n

^;tlng"r • JlX.rtn* of on. Kind or .noth.r
seems that some Korea meeting or r ^ r

ai70 all turned out to dinner

IV'thl FIRBIDDKN Cllr (really not so firbidding) . a Chinese re.tur.nt, to welcome
at th. FIRBID yr.N Gil i V reaiiy

arrived from America. After the .ch«d«k
Red and .ue Adams a»d Wuben Torry newxy^ rr

I expeoted t0 aee them tuckered
uie Red and jue had

T cueea they both looked tanned and well, and
out, but due to *** b°.t

.^land^f milk and
y
honey" provided us with the sight

just having come;fro. the
{,

f 1
^

n
& missionary furlough anyway. Isn't

of a well-dressed couple. That ® P
J™ arB ahead .

J
z dldn 't exercise the

il;.;S2S“y;wti« “ »2uS tn. cloth in ».d'c colt nnd ..King ho. .o.h

it coats!

4 . , o4 dinner and introduced a number of guests of
Marion Hartnese presided at the m

I

lian Dean filler who are both retiring.
* honor. First came Gerda WrgW ttd ^and ^n their acceptance speeches they
Gifts of a tea-set ^ re

v
^®®e^ed

K^e
®a

and Sf the difficulty In quitting now
told of the Joy of the y® 8”

' kerB 60 few . They will he greatly missed
when the need is so rreat and th. 'workers so i .

b

.
y place8. Then the

and it will be years before anyone Is ready to taxe ^ Rq^ Klnsleri , ddle
four High School ^adu^® 8

aa*^e Chllrman of the Mission gave them a farewell
Adams, and our Jack. Ned as th. C

£
al™ dl£lonal gift of a Bible to take to

greeting and presented th®“ ve3 r of Hl|h 3chool but is returning to

America with them. (Ross has °n® “°^® *

BPOke of his Impressions of the year
the States with Art). Ned

-
t^’®n

w^k in
Y
the board roome and the pace the sec-te^.

at home, first the pressure of work in the rioar^r^ ^ Kreat lnterest of th#

^int
h
ln

t
t
hoirin

t
K!r!ir«d third, the difficulties the home pastors face in

SSflf t».t .. e.t in »«n. over....-

4 „oa n Torrv. long a missionary in China, who

The speaker of the ®venlng
the hild^f i teL bo held amputees. Reuben loot

Is on his way to Korea at ^® “®ad
s ago and out of the tragedy of his

hla right arm In an a^to accld
ht Q

Y
the thousands of war victims In Korea

own experience understand, the p g „ helped me understand what I never

for whom little or nothing is being done. " fW>« the loas of an arm
appreciated before about *®pu

J*®* ’ ^“"the' difficulty of making an adjustment

or lev as terrible a loss
has brought, Is crushing. The team

to the new circumstances of Ilf®J£® Z wlt
® artificial limbs, will seek to

therefore will attempt to ®qutP 8 p
the Tae jun (Talden) agricultural project,

teach them skills In connection with the Taejun vi^ ^ |aul Crane of the

and will challenge them splr ua
y hlB institution to thi. work, Thelma

Chun Ju hospital Is *111 be on the staff, two vocational

Maw, Methodist nurse and phuslo theracl
, ^ , lB t0 be "Handy-man .

!K™pl.t., »1. »«". *‘u
iriit StmloC to”o to Korea -ten otMr

When I asked Ned how Sue was able to get T^rraiss ^ ^ pepUed that she was

women In the Mission are b®^P ^^^ldintallv, the Pr sbyterlan House in

R& eul table ror tb. Ad...
,

Smith, Presbyterian Board secretary ^ a8ked t0 tell what he Packed up in

lnlnee, Hongkong, Japan
t.n Pre.byt.rl.n^ missionaries are still In - ^

Hongkong and reported that ten Fr y prlvl i eges, others living in • e

some under house arrest with quite a rew
(

pr
wabHING IN CHINA" you 11 »PPr 7

ly difficult straits. If y™£" break a man's spirit and

elate the devilish procedure the Red s employ



, . , i nmi t on they want him to be. Missionaries have not been spared
.ike him the automlt y

ked u John mentloned encouraging Blgne of
this cruelty and some hav

nothing would Indicate an Immediate overthrow

°?P?^
tl^B

t0 ^rS Ja wfrd to effect That the Christian leaders who first

SppK up fo; th. Reds two yeare a--o to the embarrassment of the Church, have

come to a sad end.

i;
. aaaln. The Lutz' have announced the engagement of Carol t®

Romance has budded
2ho has been an Interpreter at the Cease-Fire talks Is

Dick Underwood.
5ea

h
the 9nd of the summer and they are to be married

before STSSuSL”^"p^e to continue his studies In the U. 5.

1
1 m wondering If you all get th. sign! "S*

In the papers nowadays. J^ws -

In’ North SX&* Korea had been destroyed that
to the effect that 1200 bulldinj®

the war goes? for It represents that much
week. That's good news as far as th

hot
6°

eek .

a botoblng toll doubtless took
more Red material don® a

’ terrific loss economically In the future re-
years to build and represents a terri:

at la that th^onger hostilities
habllltatlon of the country. Wh

l ^leveled of all property, and the

oontlnue the more combd* b?
ly

J Hoi little there will be for the refugees

%% s'sk tjsssvt *iu bri '16 th* iiMrt)' w 60 taci1

1

° r *•

Thi. vi.it to tokyo ha. fiv?r Jg ggrtfia 11 “aiffSiS S7u
of the Elusions ““‘“'"yoithfor Christ", snl 1 learnta that thsy conduct
Morkon who is hcsdinp u. ©venin&» and one© a month hav©

it?.. 1 actings for y™ng psopl. sash Saturday
JJrt S&arta, 2000 attended th.

a Rally in the
JjJiJ,,,' ?? spondsd to an Invitation to accept Christ. An

Rally and more than a hundred reap
about ono third of the converts

of f lclent follow -up ®y8i
®“J;® °5>urse based on the "Navigators" program,

continue In a blble ccrr s
building with broadcasting facilities In the

"youth for Christ has a fine - other night Bomeone smashed the

heart of the Tokyo University center. The o^er^
carry _all *Uh a hammar

’head-lights 8«d ^ ndo
:L2iwtt ip^oSnLr” the Gospel still exists In Japan,

as a reminder that appdsikkfck V
ee lately, last’ have been_»ullty. *ulte

Sdl, .ho have been st rrtng
S.£°rIS lu^ski lid the otharTay -hen JU

a few Korean, partlclpat
aes^er told him that a group In the Japanese Lewis

Phillip, visited th» '

*„???-„? because of the trouble they are asuelng.

^“tloXu-iiw™ lake It herd for all their compatriot..

«r the paet .eels a Dutch av-gellat.

a most helpful ministry In Jpai
under-ground helping Jews and other Nazi vlok

the war wa© active in the ;ulc
nnd plater were arrested and had a

SI. U ootayo. She sod Mh*eed father ahd.l.t.r,ere
fiithsr .i.tar died

horrible experience In a
frankly admits It was "hell" but through

-

as a result of thp'treatMnt
apiritual ministry. Her witness Is thrill

out her imprisonment she ha<i a irlolh P
ehe would be an Inspiration to

l„g aad 1 *l.h
r
«
«JS\fJ.? luSeSH and triumph the could eoofort and en

courage Korea's Ohrl.tlan wo.en,
He.rtly,

Harold

.

Dear FrlendsL .. llet

Gertrude voelk.l has In
Ullh

^r-sESi ‘ Ililr/ t Veizzwx
out th. few carbon f “J. haldled 1 do net knew.

Juat how the expense Is to
gating

Thsnklng you tor your soopersUcn^
g ^

«“
that these letters will continue

Sinoerely

/ft

Gertrud 's addreso:

Urs Harold Voelkcl

San Francisco, Calif.



Dear Everybody,

'

' Chaplain.

Ubh fi.P. Service Co,- Provisional
A.P.O. 301, % P.M. San Francisco, Calif.

July l!:, 19?2

Things are humming here, getting all. the C.I.s (civilian Internees), formerly termed

pOffs' ready for release. They are given medical examinations, finger-nrinted, and

issued new clothing and shoes. And as I mentioned before, they get 30 days rations

when released. I've been going down to the railraod station to see them off. They

arda singing, jubilant bunch, waving flags and banners, with colorful bands tied

around^ their caps on which are painted two Chinese characters, "Destroy Communism",

Christians call out to me as they board tne cars, thanking me for our ministry

among them, and I must confess I'm moved by the sight of so many going, for it is

eettinc' lonesome after having been with •’diem for nearly two years. The compounds

and our services are beginning to show the effects of the departure of thousands, and

within a couple more weeks almost all will have gone. Letters are beginning to

arrive from those who have already reached home telling of the fine reception they've

received in their native villages and of their happy return to -their churches.

The Korean government is making quite e. thing out of this operation by having the

(governors of the provinces, mayors, and other local dignitaries on hand when the

trains bearing the C.I.s reach the various release areas. Many of the fellows feared

thev would be social, outcasts after two years in a POW camp, and uiis Jp.ndly reception

is therefore all the more appreciated. In Taiku a few days ago where the men from

this province wore -taken, they were fed by the_ community upon their .arrival, aside

from the rations given them by the U.S.Army. From these centers the men are driven

in trucks to their villages. Curb to curb service, isn't it? Imagine the Reds doing

anything like that? Last week the group headed for Seoul was held over an extra day

for very special recognition, a visit by President and Madam Rhee and General VanFleet

Mv, what a yelling and cheering that brought forth! The old President spoke most

feelingly to them, congratulating them upon their release and urging them now upon

their return to work just as diligently and sacrificially at home as the men at the

front, and to stir up the people to renewed effort. Interestingly enough Rhee Ymo

sooke first in Korean, and. Van Fleet afterward in English said just about the same

thing, although Van Fleet didn't know of course what remarks Rhee had previously made.

Rhee is so old and voice so weak that only a few immediately in front 01 him could

hear. But all couldn't help but sec his earnestness^ and his tears as he plea for the

nation's life. The huge general towered over the diminutive president. Madam wee

is a peppy little person who waved enthusiastically at the cheering crowd.

In farewell talks with the Christians before they departed, the suggestion was made

that wc organize an "Alumni Association". At first I wondered That the reaction

would be to the idea that they continue to be known as former PO-.fs, buo any such fear

disappeared immediately. They want to keep in touch with each other and continue

their fellowship, in the years ahead. They are talking of organizing congregations

in churchless villages to bo known as PCM Churches! -too can tell That God mil bring

out of these years of imprisonment. May the fruitage be like hiat in 1919 vhen manj

of the present pastors and elders became Christians while in jail ocausi. or le

Independence Movement. Pray that God will bless these returning Christians, ^lyou
not? POWs are generous. Yesterday in one compound the leaders came to me with five

musical instruments,- accordian, cornet, clarinte, violin and guitai .ey

bought, and asked me to see that they get to the rounded Korean veterans in the

ho spitals •

Doubtless the papers in the the O.S. have been carrying an account of the ^ain

hold-up by Red guerrillas west of Iri (formerly Riri under the Japanese), near Seoul.

Uinety-four people were reported killed, Koreans, plus two G.I.s mere weic

G.I.s aboard who gave the attackers a good battle. One of the “fh®/o^tl10 Korean
Whang Kin Chun Moksa of Seoul Presbytery vfao is now Chief of Chapla ns of the K :

army. When the attack started he first 'thought he had better remove his cross
,

^
as a Christian he would be a primary target for the Reds, but, Men on^

therefore
decided that if ho were to die it would be better to die as a mar Y1

niled the
left on his Christian insignia.

l;ihen the Hods cane through *i° c
i

# ^ ,

people on both sides of ./hang and contented themselves vat i cing i -ls 9

Remarkable deliverance, wasn’t it?



H.Voelkel - July ill

I have written you of the action of the recent General Assembly concerning the

liberal Seminary. Most missionaries arc agreed now that the position taken is

extreme and have counselled those whom it affects to wait until next year when the

action can be reconsidered. But the supporters of the Seminary in a number of

Presbyteries have been orgavizing and about two weeks ago an item appcarca in one of

the Christian newspapeVs announcing the foriaation of the "Protect >he Lav.'" General

Assembly the name that to them represents their aim, -the maintenance of the rules

of the church. Many would challenge the propriety of their claim but anyway the now

church was to be organized, so the announcement stated, in the First Church of Taiku

on July 8th. \ number of things happened before that date; first, the Church refused

them permission to use the sanctuary, and then after successive disappointments the

nian to meet was abandoned. Peak Yawng Hefeitoksa of Seoul had been announced as tho

convener. All arc grateful of course for the failure of the divisive movement, for

this is no time for fights and splits in tho church, ,
and we hope that patience will

hold the brethern together.

i'ihilc you in the States arc having excessive heat, -'C here arc experiencing just tee

opposite. Despite the fact that this is July, Koreaites will be surprised to learn

that we aro sleeping under blankets every night. I’m afraid you 11 think I rn

spoofing when I tell you that my tent-mate and X are; using throe blankets eacn.

Bu+, there is also tho terrible fact that wo are having no ram at all in mat is

normally the rainy season. Today I got these figures* for the vholc province an

average of only 26% of the rice has been planted. Here in ^ung Chun county tec

average id 23% but in Andong where they have been having famine this past year the

average is a dreadful h% . All CVQr South Korea the picture is far below normal.

Bow tragic it is at a time when millions of refugees have swelled the numbers

dependent on the crops, which at best arc none too much. This all casts Us more

directly than ever upon the mercy of God. Pray for Korea.

Last Wednesday I drove out to a country church for prayer meeting. The harbor .here,

aVoung
0

?cllow Who studied in tho Tailor Bible Institute, had been urging me to go

vJHL to his home church, so I consented. But d^ar me, the roadl- very narrow

bridges over which wo just about made it. Once we did slip off the road into the

rice naddy-fteM, but with help to ..lifted the car out. One of the ofneors hero is

thsonof n Southern Presbyterian pastor and I had
|

hi® along. A great; meeting,

SL attend^rSTbrand-Lr beautiful church. I
!

loved tee fellowship and it was

an inspiration to me#

Yesterday I was able to got four big loads of wood for a new nearby church building.

The RcS destroyed their former sanctuary ten years ago. % station-wagon was loaded

down each time. How happy I was to be able to hhlp them*

Cordially yours.

Harold Voelkel #



Bear Everybody,

U Service Co, Provisional
A*- *0 • 301, )o P 3an Francisco

August 2, 1952

Scorching weather is upon us. Since first coning to Korea I had heard of theintense heat and humiaity of the Tailcu area, but this i« .

ttle

and all I have heard is true. Unfortunately the rates ar^deteyed^rt^put
0^w-s* zstgsisstzhv *

”h
S°“1 h°'V r“S have fellen - ;’“ld th»‘ i»«y could .i„K*^

Politics is the big subject of discussion among the people (next to -ttet of fondfour candidates have presented themselves for the presidenclyngman Rnee lo very any and hesitant about his desire for office it teur +>,*+ •

the impression the old gentleman wishes to give, but obviously g4at pre^rfisbeing exerted m his behalf behind the scenes. Former Kor^aites v/iil he +
to know that Hug Cynn, Methodist leader, now 70, is I cSSScV^lSlS!^
3 termer Vice .resident, has come out. Strangest of all is the announced

^ §og^ ot 0*1^ Am, Vice Chairman of the National Assembly, graduate of 1Moscow school and fomer Colonist v.ho is still suspected of Red sStees Ldactivity.
_

His name appears first on the ballot}
-Waxnc.es and.

Wo
La+’fc 1 '

l7as ou
^
in ^ county holding a meeting in a churchless viilasee gatnered m tiie yard of a home and after the meeting the actine-Das+o- - JLi-

stedent handed out handbills advertising Syngman Rheo for President Sd^Ha^ STSold Seoul, pastor, for Vice President. I -was amazed at the team, for both 77
^

In tms ejection the Vico Presidential candidates are conducting their own free
?

forT 33

3ff6d thcnse3^ s - ^ct that the handbills linked thenames 01
.hese two oldsters doesn't mean that Rheo has picked Ham as ids runningmate; its everyman for himself.

running,

,

TmPe I 'm on the object of country meetings let me mention the fine attendances

met ou+
b
f
C

u
haVlnS

3
1 near

3.
v --llaS° s d^ing the last month when I've been able to

ff
°
n

r *”? meetings a week. The heat is no deterrent and in each caseit oeemed the whole village turned out. I have been delighted to find in two ofthese struggling congregations that the acting-pastors .are both northern young

other'
1
m m

00 and
-

th° 0thf fr™ ryeng IanS’ one a graduate and theother a student m die Tailcu seminary. Roth left the north at the time of the
' erican occupancy almost two years ago nodr and came alone leaving their familiesof whom they nave had no word. Its a great blessing to these weaker southern presby-
teries to have the energy and zeal of these northerners v.ho are throwing themselves
whole-heartedly into the work. I 've been most grateful to be able to helo out in
the erecting and enlarging of church buildings by supplying cast-off bomber from
dismantled compounds here. Yesterday we took 2| ton truck load piled high, out to avillage group and it was a sight seeing the whole congregation from pastor down even
to the women acaeons (despite our protest) unload the boards. I got some pictures
1 nope vn.ll tell the happy story.

rpu
A
f

f
°^ th° Mission the big issue ^gsc days is a financial one (not new).

ve rate ox exchange has ns all tied up. Until recently we got as high as 24.000 wunlor a foliar, but suddenly the Korean government cracked dov/n and insists that we bebound by the amF rate of 6,000 to 1, a completely unrealistic and arbitrary rate,
ct mo illustrate. Recently I’ve been buying watermelons for the PO'Us and the other

evening a fair-sizeo. one was priced at 3,000 and it was worth no more than the $.30

^ C°me at th° b£nlc ratc * but ib 17as certainly not to be considered at the
1o v.-ould cost at 'the army rate. The Korean pastor who is working as a chaplain

mn
1110 berc in ^1G receives a salary- of a million wun a month, which at

b,000 wun will be beyond our budget. ’.That the remedy for the situation will be
no one can say. I am particularly embarrassed by -the fact that a week ago I borrowed
two million wun in town to use for charity purposes with the promise I would pay it
back in a few days, but on ry visit to Tailcu to see the Mission treasurer got the
bad news of the crack down. Edna Lawrence who with Bill Lyon is holding down the
station activities those days, quoted Ned Adams as pessimistic that the old procedure
could be restored, and until some new arrangement is discovered we ’ll be in a tight
fix. Any suggesstions?
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A most regrctablo and disappointing thing happened a -creek or so ago to increase

the financial complexity of things for a number of church workers, at least.

A contain in the Korean army chaplain's office (not a chaplain) was entrusted rath

the'deliveiy cf 17 million wun from Taiku to Seoul, to provide the Mission's share

toward the salaries of Korean army chaplains and other Christian workers. Somevhere

saoi"-- the 1-ne the captain yielded to the temptation and resorted to what he thought

would be s bright and euiclct way to reap large profits. He exchanged the wan for

American army serin at 11,000 to 1. much more than the legal 6,000 to 1, and with the

Amei'icaii scrip claimed some purchases of merchandise which he was sure he could

resell readily at a handsome profit. At that point the American H.P.s picked him up

and relieved him of the scrip which it is illegal for him to have, and until the case

is tr" cd and. a. decision reached tnc workers will wait for their salaries. Xo is

possible, of course, that we stand thelosc the difference between 11,000 and 6,000
1

to i but here's hoping some way out can be discovered, ffith the spiral inflation

17 million wan to anyone who has lived in the country when a wun was J.50 or ).25

is a staggering amount of money.
. „ _ ,

Bill M-on was all smiles over the approval of the American Army of Lorenc's

return to Korea. For months now the Mission has beon trying to get wives "cleared"

but without success. The American Embassy and the Korean government must still grant

their O.K. but the basic difficulty has been the army's consent, and now with that

obtained the rest will follow, it is confidently expected. And if Lorene makes it,

Dorothy Xinslcr will bo approved next, it is hoped. Grace -oods is already m Pusan

and Marion Conrow has the necessary papers to come and join the Ewha faculty,
.

Teachers for Ewha arc easier to got in than those other catagories. oomcone menmone

that Charlotte Minton had been given permission in America to return to worca, which

if true is an encouraging change in. arrangements, for thus far we vo unaerswood all

final decisions were made hero in Korea by the army after the people rcacned Japan.

The FO'vTs here arc being released continually and v/e have only a feu vJe re

getting lonely! letters are coming back from thorn telling of their reception, and

one told of his entering seminar,'- and of addressing several groups (one oi .I.s)

tellinv of the blessing ho received while a POM. Numbers of G.I.s here have become

so attached to some POMs that they arrange for them to return _ and work as
'

c'ho3
^

horseboys. ITe therefore have a group of workers here who until recently were PO.Js i

Last night they had to forcibly put a POM on the train to toko him away; -o sai ie

didn't want to leave J Pretty good testimony, isnt it?
. . . ,

The first shipment of hard-core Rod. POMs from Kojcdo are arriving tonight, and it

will he a great challenge to confront them with the Gospel. I know them all sued they

know me because wo'vc been together since they wore captured. Me 'll be renewing old

friendships
Cordially yours.

Harold Voclkcl.



Dear Everybody,
September 1, 19$2

Just finished a journey through Southern Presbyterian territory -which at present
might also be characterized as a guerrilla area* For sometime I had been eager to

visit the PO'.T Camps at Non San and Kwang Ju, men whom I hadn’t seen since they left

Kojedo in April* After waiting for weeks, orders finally came through that enabled

me to make the trip, I figured on flying from Taiku to Kwang Ju where there is

frequent air service, but because of rain the flights had been cancelled for some

days. Rains finally came after a long drought, saving the crops j in fact, we’ve

had what might be called a rainy season 'these last two weeks. Anyway, because of

the absence of air travel I took the EUSAK Flyer,-the Army Buson-to-Seoul Express

from Taiku to Te Jun (Taidcn), and from there to Non San enjoyed real rural rail

travel on a freight train to which a G,I, car had been attached. The Flyer provided

an old Japanese first class Pullman car, no less, with individual plush seats, and
also a roast ham dinner in the diner. Such luxury in war time indicates the

excellant service the army can offer under difficulties. The engine was Diesel from

America that clipped right along. But from Te Jun on it was another story. Time

seemed to be of no consideration -from the number of stops we made, and the delays

at each stop. I recognized the valley down which we had travelled as a Mission in

trucks, jeeps, and trailers two years ago when -e evacuated from Te Chun Beach

at word that the Reds we re coming. The first stop the train made was at lest Te Jun

where the Mission group spent the first night, at least where we planned to spend it

until roused up at midnight to continue the trek to Busan,

About five in the evening we reached Non Ban in the rain* Mud everywhere • G,I.s

were at the station and I was fortunate in getting a ride to. the camp, almost seven

miles away. The colonel gave me a cordial welcome and after chow I got right out to

my old friends, the • POWs. The fir^t man I met was Im Han Sang Kolcsa, the pastor POW

with whom I’ve had aich a precious fellowship these years. He looks well, in fact

seemed as spry and young as ever, and as the other Christians gathered around and

realized iu was Wednesday, they suggested we begin Prayer Meeting at once, and asked

me to give the address. About three hundred were present* Afterward we talked a

while but it couldn 1 1 be long for I had to be out of the compound before dark.

The colonel expressed his regret that he didn’t have a cot in the officers’ billet

for me, but he need .
not have felt badly about it, for I enjoyed much more the privacy

of the empty chapel where I had everything to myself.

More rain that night and the next morning, and after breakfast I was off in the mud

to the other compound. The rain precluded a meeting out-of-doors, so vo just

chatted and prayed together in a tent and discussed their need, of notebooks, pencils,

reading materials and other supplies, I snail order there from Japan, Since the

train for Kwang Ju was scheduled to leave at ten, I took off shortly after nine}

but I need not have hurried for it was eleven by the time we left.

This was an exciting trip, for between Non 3an and Kwang Ju are the mountains where

the Reds are hiding “vho are keeping the area in turmoil. In late June they held up

this train and killed 83 pcoole, and a w<Sek ago attempted a hold-up but were driven

off. By way of precaution we had an open freight car (gondola) in front of the

locomotive with armed Korean troops in it, G.I.s in the baggage cars with machine

guns in position, and Korean National Police wore cver^ fif by feet at the wop oftne

passes-. As the train climbed the highest pass the age and condition of the equip-

ment was reflected in the effort required to make the grade, ocon we slowed down

to an exhausted stop, and after backing down a bit got going again until quite far

uo the mountain when once more the incline was too steep for us and we hac to once

more back dow/n :o a level area where we could gather a little momentum for the climb

which we i/ore then able to make , it took six hours to cover the eighty miles

between Non San and Kwang Ju, Some trip! Fortunately the colonel nimself happened

to be at the station and I rode with him to the comp, five miles out in the country.

Mud and more mud. So much mud they had to stop entirely theconstruction of tne new

compounds which wall house 500 men, instead of the present set-up with capacity

compounds

.
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Chaplain Harold Voelkel

U M.P. Service Co., Provisional
A.P.O. 301, % ?.M. , San Francisco

September 8, 1952

Dear Everybody,

Vacations are over and the husbands of the Mission have returned from Japan, and some
V
of them are fortunate enough to be able to bring their v.ives with them. At Breakfast

the other day in Taiku we had at the table Fran and Dorothy Kinsler, Bill and lorene

Iron, Edna Lawrence, Ned Adams, John Underwood, Otto ^cCamp, Bob Race and myself.

Bob Pierce and Elmer Kilbourne were also expected but didn t arrive . ft was close

Quarters. You see how the ranks are swelling, tod soon newcomers, hr, and mrs.

Staley Wilson, are scheduled to arrive to Japan anu remain there to continue their

iSSaJe study This past year they’ve been working on Korean at Yale, Marion Hartness

Sttf responsibility of the Korean Language School m Tolr/o. Gertrude just wrote

that she has been asked to teach Korean hymns, kary Hill has received permission to

come Sd will arrive to join Harry for a few weeks before they sail for America on

furlough on a ship from IPusan. Gcrda Bergman and Mamie Davie arc to be heio soon,

S hoar. Gerda is olatoing to stay with a Korean Bible woman not far from the Tailor

comoound and take her meals in a Mission house. We have juso toe two houses there

out of the seven for our use,- Miss Switzers a id the 9mne. It is a crowded^

qi tuition. to say the least, but of course a nanny one, xor lo io now two ...ears

and more since the Red attack and qll have been anxiously awaiting the day of return

and reunion. Those of us with children on the field rail have to wait, £°r.the

likelihood of families being permitted to come is remote rath a war on. X micht

mention here thto X -am now beginning my third year in this Army job, one that was

expected to last six months ... "home by Christmas". It represents for us as a family

the fifth year of separation out of the last seven.

’mow that harry Hill celebrated his "whan leap" last week, 61 years old. the members
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Recently pastors from the Worth have been able to, got through the lines, two from

PyengYang on cl two from Chair Yung. V/hat interesting, although sad, nev;s -they bringl

One from PyengYang reports that our nig compound there is entirely destroyed, aside

from the. Seminary adminstration building, used by the reads as a courthouse, and

the College science building. Young men may be seen on the streets now, he says,

and the explanation is that the Worth Korean army does not have food or clothing

sufficient to take in any more recruits. This is different from the news we get of

the big Red build-up from the American news services. The churches in PyengYang

have been bombed and only the walls remain. He mentioned particularly the historic

Central Church and the large 'West Gate church, with only v/alls standing. In the

country the Communists have taken over all the churches for use as offices.

The west church in Chair Yung, near the compound, ‘ has been destroyed. Two of the

pastors in the group that left the North together lost their lives cnroutc.

The amazing thing is that some men have been able to get through with their families

Last week we had another fine meeting out in the country. The Christians had put

.

up posters around the town announcing our visit, rib met in one of the most beauti-

ful school grounds I lve scon in Korea, large, v.dth huge shade trees bordering it.

The stand used by the athletic instructor became the platform. Wo hung the big

Coleman light on a branch of a tree and the accoustics were remarkably good.

The attendance was estimated to be 60C. The helper is an enthusiastic fellow,

a student in the Taiku Seminary, .and the congregation is prospering under his fine

leadership. One of the officers of the church is a fellow I met on my first count:

trip with i'±r. brothers in Andong territory in 1930. He was just a youth then, but

how after 22 years is married and the father of seven daughters. "No sons", he

added, which is a calamity in the Orient, but I reminded him that at least the

number seven was the perfect number. He came to see me several days ago to dnvi'C

me out, and when I learned that his aged mother was still living, decided to take

her a gift. She had been kind to me over 'die years as I itinerated their lit ole

country church. I asked the Korean pastor who works with me in the Camp acre

+.n nnnn sown relief oarcels Claire Brucn had sent and pick out some things for the

Cordially.

iarold



Dear Everybody,

Chaplain Harold Voelkel
U - »P« Service Co., Provisional
A.r.O. 2314., % P.1T. San Francisco

October 13, 19^2

As we did last year, we celebrated World Wide Communion Sunday in our POW churches
again this year, and I am sure it mil linger in my memory as one of the happiest
days of my life. It made me more grateful than ever for the privilege of thid
unusual ministry. The weather has been unseasonably chilly this Fall, really cold,
but Communion Sunday broke clear and bright and moderate, actually balmy, a token to
us of God's delight in it. The size of our congregations make it necessary to meet
outdoors, and a cold day with a strong wind blowing up a thick dust would have
detracted greatly from the beauty of the fellowship.

The first service was held in Enclosure where we have the smaller congregation of
800. We planned to meet at 9:00 but felt we ought to get the preparations under way
by 8 s 30. When we arrived the leaders had already beaten us to it, arranged, a table,
chairs, and two brightly-colored wreathes of paper flowers on easels inscribed with
THE HOLY LAST SUPPER in. English, and CONGRATULATIONS COIMJNION SERVICE in Korean,
IIow thoughtful and devoted they are J it took us somp time to work out details for
seating the catechumens ancl candidates for baptism in order that they might respond
easily to their names when called. The choir had prepared a special anthem, and a
trempeteer filled the air with the music of the Cross! I preached on the passage of
the institution of the Supper, I Cor. ll;23-28, stressing the fact that it was the
Lord's Table, contrasting the Roman Catholic view of transubstantiation and the
Reformed view of the spiritual ^presence in the elements, reminding them of the two-
fold "showing" of the Lord's death (His grace) and His return (His glory), and
appealing to them to search their hearts with a view to repentence and confession
before they partook of the bread and cup.

After a Communion service in a POT Camp I am always reminded of an account I once
read of an early medieval missionary to the Saxons, who after a whole day of baptisms
was dripping with sweat .and exhausted physically. re use the . "tincture method" of
serving the communion,' dipping the bread in the "wine", and after stooping down to

the hundreds seated on the ground, up and down row after row, one is conscious of
real fatigue. But it is a; weariness that brings joy and gratitude with it.

We adjourned at 11:30, a Service of nearly three hours. At 'the afternoon meeting
which began at . 3 : 30, 1,200 were presept, and it continued likevd.se for three hours.
The order of worship was the same and I repeated the sermon of the morning.
God was with us. Je could feel His presence, and as the darkness of the early Fall

night fell, -my heart glowed with thanksgiving for the day. A total of 1^0 were
baptized and 260 established as catechumens, and the particular significance . of these

figures is that these men received the Lord J esus as Saviour in the POW camps.

Similar numbers were received into die church at the other camps, also.

This is the fruitage of the evangelistic meetings in the first days of this ministry
two full years ago.

I planned to rest on Monday but the colonel asked me to interpret citations for four

Koreans, two officers and two enlisted men, who had captured five escapees without
wounding them. What a contrast to Sunday's activities! On Tuesday I Ifft for Pusan
and Masam camps. The POV/'s in Hasan arc all to bp released by. the end of this month
and I wanted to have a last word with them before they got away • We had a farewell
meeting in each of the two churches and ^ accidentally got the following details
from one of the leaders which I had not known before. Someone referring to him
remarked about his not being married, a strange situation since he Was 32. years old.

When the "whys" and "wherefores" had been , discussed this fact emerged; he had been
a Buddhist priest for ten year? and they are* all celibates. After his capture and

internment in, a POW camp he heard the Gospel .and decided to believe. He was

successively established a catechumen, baptized, enrolleux as a student in the Bible

Institute, graduated from both the Old Testament and |jj|w
f

cstament Correspondence

Courses, ana made the leader of his co3iipound church. (Now upon his release he is

planning to enter seminary and prepare for the Gospel ministry. Praise God

I

I repeat it was just by accident after all this time that 1 happened to learn of the

man's having been a Buddhist priest. I'm wondering what other interesting experiences

we'll be hearing about from the men.



H. VoeUcel - Oct. 13, *52 -2-

That congregation regretted that they hadn T t known I' was coming, for they are
preparing a photographic history of the compound church. The Korean pastor •forking
there, who has continued with them since they were on: Kojedo, has a Brownie camera
and is getting a beautiful album of pictures. I noted some figures in the record:
•'hen the compound was first built there vere 5> baptized members, 10 catechumens,

and 10 inquirers,- a total of 25 in the congre gation. Now the church numbers 710.
God has been at work, has He not?

I stayed in the Mission House in Pusan and delighted among other tilings in finding
that the dollar exchange at a reasonable rate is once more approved; 22,000 vain for
a dollar. 1 got ten million vain end that amount in thousand wun bills amounts to a
coolie* s load. Dr .Bob Jones, founder and president of the college that bears his
name, flew in for a visit and Sue Adams invited him to lunch* I had heard the well—
lcnov/n evangelist preach a few times but had never mot him* He j_s now 69 , has known
all the great evangelists of the last fifty years, (hip was licensed to preach at 13')

,

and in his charmin' Southern drawl entertained us with details of personal experiences
from his long and Large ministry. In connection with the college, he remarked that
he keeps "pourin' on" evangelism without any fear of the students becoming fanatical
for at the same time they are required to take Greek and that keeps them balanced!
L might add that even though Dr.Bob came to Korea to study missions and had a total
of some 7? years of missionary service around the tab1rc to draw from, he did all the
talkin' which was agreeable enough to us for he certainly is a fascinating conversa-
tionalist.

A guest at our Pusan House was a representative of The Evangelical Alliance Mission
(TEAK), formerly the Scandinavian Alliance Mission, now the largest mission by far
in Japan, all new people with a few. exceptions since the war. Some members of the
mission feel the crisis in Korea is a call for them to begin work hero and they sent
Tom Batson, their radio man, and send two others to "survey" the field. TEAM docs
things in a big way and -the likelihood is that if they got started they'll have a
large group here. Ned Adams, Otto JeCamp, and I talked until late one night with
Watson trying to give him the picture in Korea. The only qualms I have is that they
may ultimately become divisive and controversial in view of the action numbers of
their mission supported this summer at Karuizawa in refusing a conference of the

older, denominational missions the use of the community church building there.

However, the door to Korea is the Lord* s to open or to close and the church His to

preserve and prosper, and we leave the decision for rdenforcements with Him.

Rucben Torrey arrived in Pusan from Seoul with inspiring accounts of the amputee work

He had come across a young fellow who had ingeniously made a leg out of old tin roof-

ing and a big rubber washer from a captured Russian tank! In both Pusan and Taiku

this time I saw a. surprisingly large number of insane women, a terribly depressing

sight, which 1 suggest to you all as an item for prayer. There is no institution

for them in all Korea, government or otherwise. They become unaware of the disarrange-
ment of their clothing, mostly rags, and crude crowds gather to gawk and mock at

their indecency.

festerday at church we awarded prizes to five for memorizing the whole book of

Revelation. Each man recited a chapter. /lien 1 came to the last one I asked him
which chapter he'd rocoite, and he replied, "Anyone". I turned to the congregation
and asked them to request a chapter for him to recite. Someone called out, "Chapter 2"

so he started right out, "To the angel of the church ofEphesus write..." and went on

right through the entire chapter beautifully. Amazing, isn't it!

Most cordially,

Harold VoeUcel



October 31, 1952

Dear Everybody,

It has certainly been a pleasure in these letters to give you the details of the joys

and accomplishments of the FOW ministry, and now that a great disappointment and

sorrow has come to me in the work 1 feel in all honesty that I must tell you about

it in order that you may have a full understanding of the variety of issues that

arise here, and be able also to pray for us. I imagine the experience will carry

its own spiritual lesson, for none of us. is immune to'Sitan's wiles, and it is only

God's goodness that keeps us from stumbling,

Here are the facts. As I've mentioned before the POWs receive a cigarette ration of

ten a dav Since the Christians do not smoke I have urged them to refuse the tobaeco

and manf of them have, but others have accepted it and sold it to unbelievers. Now

the rules of the Camp forbid prisoners having money. For any who had cash on them

when captured it is held for them at headquarters and purchases approved are made for

them However, since few of the POPVs had a penny on them when taken, any cash they

now possess represents illegal dealing. One of the biggest headaches the authorities

have is to keep POWs from bartering clothing items, -shoes, blankets, etc., when out-

side on work detail. I think I mentioned months ago, perhaps more than a year ago

now that in a group of six or eight men it was once discovered that they had on them

total of fifty pairs of trousers. While at work when the guard wasn't looking

they'd slip off a pair of pants for a passerby for a price and no one was the wiser.

Then the prisoner bought liquor or dope to bring into the compound and the damage was

done, ./hen the International Wed h-oss inspector makes his rounds men who have sold

cants shirts, socks, blankets, complain that they are not being given necessary

items and it is difficult for the administration to prove that they have, for anyt ing

that has disappeared has been due to inefficient guarding. *f the clothes have been

distributed, so the argument goes, where are they now? So our guards are warned to

be on the lookout for bartering*

Some days ago Christians in three of the compounds with money received from cigarette

sales urged' the Korean pastor who has been working with me to buy them English-Korean

dictionaries, and being unable to resist the pressure he yielded, bought five of them

and as he entered the compound was discovered. I was called to the colonel s offi

for an explanation, which of course I was unable to give, and as a result my Korean

chaplain friend and co-worker has been discharged from the chaplaincy a er m ro

a year and a half of faithful, fruitful service* I am sick about it.. He is a grand

man, a refugee from Seoul who walked to Taiku with his family of six m the bitter

cold of the winter of 1950 on a trek that took 19 days. The (Salary he received her

has enabled him to get established again, but now with this discharge e
.

without income and the sad circumstances will make it embarrassing in seecing a

pastorate. What a lesson on the folly of- sin this has been! ^ utterly foolish

and short-sighted it is, and what loss and suffering it brings! pray that the loss

and shame involved will be blest to the man, and that his faith vail be stronger an

his witness more powerful because of it.

To add to my embarrassment, in a shake-down examination of a group of Christians

being transfered to another camp yesterday, it was discovered that one hundre

thousand vain (*!P^*00) had been hidden inside the organ*

The week has brought other, pleasant experiences, too. The Kinslers invited me to

station dinner and meeting on Thursday night, and as I entered the house! sqw^he

table decorated with smiling, illuminated jaclc-o -lanterns persimmon branches and

fruit and other Hallowe’en symbols. Helen Henderson and Minnie Havic had

arrived from Japan, and together with Bill and Lorene Lyon, Taiku station is begi

ing to take on sizeable proportions. Minnie is looking forward to a
was

Chung Ju, but for the present is becoming reacclimated to Korea in a
-g ^

much to catch up on in conversation for much has happened in the 7

these two, with the rest of us, evacuated to Japan#
i
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Someone mentioned that the new Southern Presbyterian single man had arrived, and
Fran suggested that since married couples can f t get over to Korea dnd single people
can, it would be a good Board policy to send out single people to the field andlet
them get married after they arrive- Pretty good plan, don’t you think 1

As soon as the various Taiku Mission Institutions learned of the arrival of the two
missionaries they began making appeals for their services. The newcomers are not
going to be troubled with enforced idleness, that’s sure ’•

No little excitement came to the Camp here a few days ago through the visit of

General John Hodge, (four stars) who commandedthe American invasion of Korea in

1945 that freed the land from the Japanese. He is v/ell remembered by the Koreans,
Of course. He hadthree stars thenj since hisreturn to the States in ’45 made
another star and is nowCommander of Field Forces. We don’t get four-star generals
in POW Gamps very often so theplace was gone over as with a fine-tooth corrib. All
the G.I’s as wel 1 as officers (except ingthechaplains) turned out in bright yellow

scarfs, the Military Police Color, and the whole place reflected a spick and span
holiday mood. Hodge arrived in a special train, andafter greeting our commanding
officer proceeded to thecompound. The chaplains were told to wait in front of the

educational tent, and sure * nuff the officer who was showing him around stopped and
presented us to him. He was surprised to hear that we had congregations among the

PCWs , and I told him we would have the Christians sing for him if ho v/ishod. But he

rep lied that he didn’t think he had time. After he visited a compound and made a

speech which I interpreted for him, I suggested to thcChristians that they sing.

They started up on ONWARD CHRISTIAN SOLDIERS and did it well, but with Hodge busy
inspecting the kitchen and living quarters of theprisonors , I doubt if he appreciated

or even recognized the hymn. Ho rarely if over attended Church services while in

Korea before. Anyway, it did my sould g) od to hear the testimony of these brothern

in song.

I am feeling particularly grateful these days for a pre-fabricated chapel -office-

living quarters that has been erected for us chaplains, theCatholic priest and myself.

Ours was just about the last build ingerec ted and because thelimited number of stoves

permitsonly one to a building and it would naturally havo to be installod in the

chapel part of this one, wo wore unable to move into the living quarters in the back

without heat. As it was we hadno stove for the tent where we were living, hoping

daily for a second stove for the chapel to turn up. What a bone-chilling experience

that tent was l As it was wo kept well and finally succeeded in scrounging a stove, d

and here wo are now, worm as toast, in most comfortable and attractive quartors.

This is njy third winter in the ariry in Korea, and each year I’ve succeeded in, being

able to Iceop comfortable and warm.

Anothor transfer of prisoners from hero is being arranged and wo therefore caught up

on Bible Correspondence Course examinations and had 235 graduates in the Now Testnmek

and 20p in the Old Testament, a total of 442. Prized were given to the graduatos,

beginning with inexpensive fountain pons and Korean-English dictionaries down to

Korean notebooks and pencils, the later a most modest prize, I’ll have to admit.

But the men are mcefetgrateful • As I left one compound after the distribution of the

prizes, the graduatos all lined up, sang, a hymn, andprosented mo with a boquet of

paper flowers. They don’t give forth much fragrance, but the certainly brighton

up the hut.
Cordially

,

Harold
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November 1$, 19^2
bear oody,

f *-/e iast come from a gathering that v/as not only meaningful and most enjoyable in
j.tself, but immensel3r significant in all it revealed of dedicated service on the
par'». of the missionaries in the years that have passed. A few weeks ago a pastor
turned up whom X hadn*t seen for years, whose experience is itself noteworthy, to
t 11 me he had a pastorate nearby and to invite me to preach at a Sunday service
sometime. Back in Andong days I had helped him through Seminary and after the war
vrhen I returned in 19U6 I learned that he had left the ministry, was teaching school
and not even attending church. I looked him up and pleaded v/ith him to return to
Christ, but without avail, and he continued in unbelief for years. Now he is back
in the ministry, and how interesting it was that our paths should cross here.

Because of my busy schedule here on Sunday with the POWs, I couldn*t respond to his
invitation to a Sunday service, so he aslcec. me to attend the ordination of an elder
today, which I happily agreed to do. In discussing his return to the ministry he
spoke of a number of sorrows he had had, among others the death of a son and grandson
While trying to comfort him, he replied that he was convinced that the sorrow and
loss was the result of his sin, and now he wished; to labor on faithfully for Mod.

The local Yung Chun pastor and two elders joined me in the fifty li (18 miles) drive
to the ordination service, and as we approached the church the large crov/d that had
gathered called forth what I thought was a brutally frank remark, to the effect tliat

the famine year in this area had brought many from nearby churches for the meal.
A large dam built by the Japanese outside the town supplied water for the crops last
summer when the grain everywhere else v/as burning, up from lack of rain. Moreover,

yre heard later that the elder had been out hunting and had bagged four deer,- meat
enough 'bo provide generously for the many guests. In the. mountains of tliat area
are both deer and guerrillas,- either you get the deer or the guerrillas gut you!
The order of the service, as usual, was long, almost interminable. X was asked to

lead in prayer after the first hymn and then followed the sermon, the questions, the

laying on of hands, the messages to elder and congregation, congratulations and
response, the presentation of gifts, etc. What impressed me vras the life and the
activity that had made the service possible. Four of the padtors were graduates of
the old PycngYang Seminary; one was an alumnus of the Taiku Boys Academy; another got
his preparation for Seminary at the Andong Bible Institute.

When the questions were read from the C0"
r vriTUTION OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, I

tried to visualize the long hours of committee meetings of the literature Society
getting a volume like that translated, approved, published and distributed* Year and

years of work, and now the effort was bearing- fruit. The orderliness, dignity and

beauty Of the service stirred me. Hoy/ thoroughly and well the founders haddone their
Y/orlc, and how well pleased they v/ould be to see the results of their labors! And may
I add this here, that the ncY/ members of the Mission impress me as worthy successors
one in purpose and objective v/ith the founding fathers

.

Then the feast! The tables v/ere brought right into the church building, for only

thus could all 'the guests be served. The meeting, scheduled to begin at 11:00, v/as

slow in getting started, and now at adjournment it was nearly 2:00. I v/as starved

and found the venison soup and steaming rice delicious. The table was laden with

other delicacies but 1 concentrated on the soup and the rice. 1 had my camera along

and got several shots of the elder and church groups that yd.11 make ideal souvenirs

of the happy occasion.

I had a visit recently from the Korean Chief of Chaplains, Kim Iiyung Bo, and he gave

me some statistics that v/ill interest you* These axe for the three armed services:

army, navy, and air force. In the army 139* navy 21, air force 5 chaplains;

Presbyterian 3.08, Methodist 22, Catholic 26, Holiness 8, Salvation Amy 1.

A total of 16J.



The lates u word is thit Gratfkm is coning for ten days of meetings here five
‘

each in Pusan and Seoul. Med and Sue Adams have separated. Sue's work is orl
marily

.

for the .amputees with headquarters in Seoul, and Wed holds forth -in p,,^
.although he mi&ht be said to coimmte to Seoul once a week or at
other week. Both Med and Sue are heading for Japan nelt^e" ft* Tlo^Trl^with the new missionaries. Marion Hartness is heading up the Language School
in Tokyo, I hear my wife is teaching hymns and prayer forms.

Many of you will recall Choi Pil Kun Moksa of fyengYang, former professor in the
Seminary. One oi his sons, a Seminary student, disappeared during the war con-
fusion and was _ later discovered to be a POW here. I contacted his father and
orranged for him to conduct meetings in the Camp and thereby meet his son. You
can imagine the drama of it, but the lack of emotional display surprised me, as
it always does,. Mo hug or. handshake, just a subdued "hello" in front of every-
body. But then later the animated conversation, and in this case the excittdp
details of the whereabouts of relatives and friends who had all fled as the
Chinese approached in the -winter of lp^O,

Now get ready for a whopper, f ive been driving a tank! Yes, nothing less than
a U5 ton affair. . Guiding it over these rice paddies without fear or even con-
cern lor tiie banks and ditches that mean nothing to the roaring monster. The ease
of operation is amazing to anyone not familiar’ with the internal sei>-up pf a tank.
One simple hand level* and a foot peddle control the movements of the giant,

Hov-r generous G.I.s arel One who had returned from R & R (Rest and Recreation)
a five day trip to Japan, came to tell me of the good time he had had and how he
had spent his money. Before entering the army he Viras a factory worker. Well, he
spent $U00 f00j $150,00 of it went for a pearl necklace for his wife. He stayed
at hotels at $l-t«50 a night and took $10.00 taxi 'trips around toYJn, v/hen rooms are
made available by the array and busses for army personel travel everywhere*
Another purchase was a large plaster cast of Venus de Milo, that he decided would
"look nice" on top of his television set at home.

Peter Van Lierop reports ten new Christian Middle Schools in the Andong territory.
In most cases they were institutions the government wouldn't make a success of,
and now the local churches have taken them over determined to keep them going.
Bible is taught four hours a week and chapel held daily. By what financial genius
these institutions are being conducted at a time like ' this, especially in Andong
Presbytery, which has boon particularly hard hit economically, is baffling.
The standards can't be too high, but that any instruction at all is boing given in
these troublous times, is all to the good. The Bible Clubs continue to progress all
over the country, and here are a few figures: 7 >000 children studying in Seoul area
1,000 in Chung Juj 5,000 in Andongj 2,000 in Taikuj 1,500 in Pusani 3,000 in
Che Ju (Qaclpart)j 2,000 on Kuje Doj 1,500 in Iftchun. I attended a Bible Club
Rally in Taiku, a huge group of youngsters with a happy Christian testimony.

—Lie probability is that you'll all be seeing some movies of Christian work in Korea
soon, for sve fvo had a visit from a photographer under the auspices of the Protestant
Film Commission. He was here at the POW Camp for some shots#

Sue Adams tells this on herself. She succeeded recently in buying some coal in
Seoul and then confronted vdth the problem of transportation for her purchase, Y/ent
to the army and Y/as ultimately referred to a colored sargent. She started right
from the beginning of the story giving him full details of the deal and of the need
now for transporting it home, and when she finished the sargent asked, "Honey, all
those words and all yoil needs is a truck?"

Cordially,
. Harold.

v; J



Door Everybody,

I Tve just been to Pusan and to Hasan, and what a change there is in the

missionary set-up] I got to the Australian House at
(

lunchtime, and the group

around the table illustrates as well as anything the difference, Whereas,

until recently it was all men, now they are definitely in the minority, and

the women have taken over. Ruth Appcnzollor (Mrs, Henry), a YI.1CA wife, and

Miss Rose (Canadian), outnumbered the males, Henry Apponzcllcr, Scott and

Prazor (Canadians), and Robertson (British Bible Society), The score, you

sec was o to 4, Incidentally, a sizeable tablo, too, wasn*t it? And imagine

the*restricted quarters accorded each occupant. Also, whon numbers of Koroan

callers como to discuss church business with the various missionaries, the

lack of room is further omphasizod.

I haven* t mentioned one other member of the Australian family, Gcorgo

Anderson. Upon inquiry about him, Scott replied that' ho had become a Baptist;

rather startling news for a staid Australian Presbyterian, There wore smiles,

and then the facts emerged. Anderson has been itinerating quito a bix in the

country and around the islands in the Pusan area. On a boat tr:I p to ICojodo,

whon Anderson stopped from the boat to the pier ho slipped and foil into tho

sea and “great was tho fall thereof", for ho broko an arm and dislocated a

finger on the other hand, — no laughing matter.

Ruth Apponzollor mentioned that they expected to got into a houso by

themselves soon, a former Jp.pane so place tho Methodist Mission purchased for

them. This is the third building tho M„E.s have bought in Fusan s two resi-

dences 'and an office building, Tho McKenzie sisters, a doctor and a nurse,

have transformed tho former Eel Syn Kindergarten building into an obstetrics

and gynecology hospital with a capacity for 14 womon and ton babies. The

Methodist Seminary has a studont body of 100, Tho Koroan Seminary group

(Chisholms, Malsbarys, Bruce Hunt) -have formally organized a now church, tho

governing body is known, as To Haw Nhci Larger (or greater) Presbytery® I

haven* t the statistics yet, 'tho number of congregations, pastors, and members.

Marjorio Hanson has returned to Pusan*

Tho Methodists have overtaken us Presbyterians, think of that] Quito a

group of women havo arrived (some now and some old, Ijwas going to say, but I 11

revise it and say that some have boon here boforo and some arc now on !-»ho field)

Clara Howard, Sadio .Maud Moore, Marion Conrow, Francos Fulton, Katherine

Crane, and one man ! s name I remember. Loo Cooper, a short-torincr to teach in^

Pajah Middle School. Most, if not all, of those wenon arc teaching in Ewan in

Pusan, and those plus those I l vo 'mentioned previously who are living in Seoul

bring the total up to 19, whereas, wo Presbyterians, have 15, With our now.

missionaries studying tho language in Japan wo*d top that. I am quoting figures

only to show how tho missions arc expanding. Tho Southern Presbyterians arc

celebrating thoir 60th anniversary of tho founding of their work in Korea.

Po-crio Mitchell, their treasurer, was in Pusan reporting tho hum of activity in

their area. Floronco Rootjwhd delayed her furlough for years and took on for

America only a few months ago, is reported to be returning soon.

Have I spoken of the regulations of tho South Presbyterians for non out hero

without thoir families.? For husbands who como to Korea and leave tnoir families

in America, a furlough of six months is granted after a year and a hall on tnc

field. For a family with tho husband in Korea and wife and children in Japan,

a short furlough to America is givon after two yoars, A recent report of our

Northern Presbyterian Executive Committee lists approval of as many as tour

trips a yoar to families in Japan for husbands in Korea, if do ernea necessary;

not that each husband is required or expected to hop over tnat often, but he ra y

if family conditions warrant it, — a very goncrous arrangement, o sure,

had bettor add that air transportation has taken a financial
^
r0P» 10

to havo done long ago. Now a. round trip from Korea to Japan is s/35 • ,
v 'y *

(China Air Transport),, which is offering good servieo. They opoxNi o a nun or o

routes around Korea, too, and old-timers will appreciate that txnos have chaigc

when I tell about a .refugee Pusan pastor rccontly who was required o a o

Seoul Presbytery and had Ms air travel paid by tho congregation M.S. “

round trip). Train travel now is so crowded it is not always possi o
.

y

ticket, and moreover, tho trains have boon delayed as long as six and oigi

hours on a scheduled 12-hour trip.



Something of the .enormous tonnage the railroads are moving can be understood
from the fact that on a train. parsing through here the other day, were four cars of
turkeys destined for G. I. stomachs on Thanksgiving Day. The turkeys keep coming,

'

too. 1 asked about a jeep ride to Andong and was told no one was driving but that
"turkey cars" would be alo'hg .if

;
I

:
wanted to travel on one;

. * ,

' * ' •
‘

• «

New Missions -continue to comedo Korea, the latest I f ve heard of -is the
Mennonites; I met one of the. men .the other morning in Pusan and travelled with *

him to Taiku. They are primarily .interested in the humanitarian work of ‘the. de-
nomination, the distribution of food and clothing • The Mennonites are a spiritual
people, of course, but. they -also go in for an out and out charity work;. aside, from
direct 'evangelism. This Mennonite asked me about housing, a prerequisite. -.-for any
missionary group, and I was sorry not to be able to give him an encouraging 1 reply.
With him were two Friends (Quakers), one American and one English, in Korea like-
wise for relief work. I heard from- them that the Heifer Project people had sent
some goast and pigs. to Korea recently (hardly heifers). What a potential America
has when it comes to charity, or anything else! The amount and variety of com-
modities pouring into Korea from America is incredible.

Have I mentioned the fun I had recently helping out a pastor? On a visit' -to
his church in the country some months ago, I felt myself having to strain to fig-
ure out what he -was saying, his words were so indistinct. Then I noticed that he
had no teeth, .either uppers or lowers. Upon inquiry locally I learned that a <

graduate dentist here in Yung Chun offers false teeth, denture service, and I had
the pastor fitted out with a. complete set for $45*00, just the amount of a check
that had been sent- me for relief.. Are not false teeth "relief"?: Doubly so in
this case, I ! d say, first a relief to the pastor and second a relief to the people
who must listen to him.

-

My visit to Pusan was in the interest of POW work, of course, and as always ’

•.

its a joy to see my .parishoners of nearly two years and a half now. I' had the
chaplain in the Pusan Camp, a recently arrived pastor from PvengYang, with me on
the trip to Mansan to meet the Korean chaplain there, who has been in this ministry
almost from the beginning. I -wanted the newcomer

1

to get some helpful suggestions *

from the veteran. Op the three hour trip, the PyongYarig man who had been there
until about two months ago, ^ave me some veiy significant facts. The city, he
says, is a shambles, and that isn f t any surprise in view of the daily reports we
get of the bombing by our Air Force. He told of the fewness of the people, al-
most no men. All the work, -farming, merchandizing, laboring, everything practi-
cally, is done by women. Times are hard. Commodities are scarce and what
manufactured items there are, are imported from Manchuria where he says some large
factories have been built. No church services are possible, of course; in fact,
Christians must keep- out of sight and must hide their identity. ‘Some church
loaders when discovered were taken off and not heard from again. H© disguised
himself as a' laborer and in escaping from Red territory to a South Korea island
was shot at : several times by Red guards but managed to- 'get- by safely. Most of the
Northern troops are Chinese,- and by writing the Chinese characters information .

can be exchanged with the Koreans. The Chinese explained that they were- forced
to come to Korea and were not fighting by choice. There are deserters among them
who get as far as the Yaku river but are- there apprehended- and * returned to the...
front. The troops are t'otated to China about every year and a- half, he estimated.
He said he say some American prisoners who were housed in schools and factories
and allowed to move around the city during the day, but when the American bombing
was stepped- up- they were moved out of town. The Soviet satellite countries
maintain embassies .in PvengYang, Russia, Red China,- Mongolia, Czeckoslovnkia/
Hungary, etc. not howev^, ip the usual diplomatic luxury, but in ‘caves : dug in
the side of the hill’s. The> ambassadors have their wives with thetn, -sharing- the
rigors of the eaves. \

*
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Cordially yours,*



Chaplain Harold Voelkel
6 M.P . Service Co., Provisional
A.P.0, 59, °,i P.M. San Francisco, Calif.

February 15, 1953

Another precious Lord's Hay. I have been officially transferred from Yung Chu]
to the Camp here at Non San. The POW Camp is about six miles from town and is
in North Chulla province, although the town is just over the boarder in Chung
Chun province. Thus Par Bruce Cumming has divided his time between the Kwang
Ju POW Camp and this one. The ride required about six hours on the train. Th:
Camp at Non San is now the largest Camp, with fine congregations, Christian
follows I had known of course on Kojedo. There are three enclosures and on
Friday when I made my first visit to the enclosure where the pastor POW is, the
Christians gathered for a service right then and there. In arranging today's
schedule it was decided that I should hold the services in the two remaining
enclosures. It has been bitter cold today, and the first service was held in
a tin building with a capacity of 600 into which 750 were crowded, and a
number standing around the sides of the building. Paper wreaths, a banner of
''welcome" , and special numbers by the two choirs assured mo of the warmth of
reception.

e

Dear Everybody,

This particular enclosure has experienced a real stirring recently, and at
least 300 new believers have been attending, What a joy it was to be back
with my old friends whom I hadn' t seen for several months'. They presented me
with a finger ring, of which I'm gathering quite a collection. Wc met. for an
hour and a half and then I hurried over to the chapel for a service for the
G-.I.a. I'm sorry I can't say much in praise of it, for the attendance was
miserable, and I hope an pray I shall be used to awaken a concern spiritually
in the hearts of many officers and men here.

This afternoon I was back in the remaining enclosure with a packed house; more
Wreaths , speeches, and two rings this time, one for both Gertrude and me. The
POWs remember that Gertrude has been my purchasing agent securing the trumpets,
organs, clarinets, aceordians, note-books, pencils, etc. for them, and there-
fore ihcludcd her in their gift jewelry. Another happy and holy time. After
adjournment a jeep came for mo to take me to nearby churches, congregations I
wanted to get acquainted with at once. Five large relief parcels had come,
good warm clothing, and I figured I would meet more Christians on Sunday
afternoon than at any other time. 1 was glad to make the visits for both
groups are quite new and can stand all the help and encouragement v/e have to
give. As I say, it was bitter cold and after two hours in an open jeep I was
glad to get back to warmth. Fried chicken and ice-cream were on the menu
tonight, thanks to all you generous taxpayers. I ate heartily’.

of
On the v/ay over from Yung Chun I stopped off at Tae Jun for a visit, my first
ince that eventful night, June 26, 1950, when as a fleeing Mission, the 79 oJ

us who had been at Tae Chun Beach,’ sought shelter in the officers* mess of an
American army installation. Well, that mess is, still there. I ate there this
time and slept across the hall from the large room where the men and boys
expected to sleep that June night but from where v/e were roused out and started
with the others on the, trip to Pusan. Much has happened since that ‘eventful
night, has it not'. A'1 noon I was at the Methodist house m Tae Jun for lunch,

the guest of Messers Brannon, his son-in-lav/ Carl Judy, and a new agricultural
M-V-. r. « n ^ Vi r> nnnoi H&T’pH t.hn TPSTinnSfi tO the GOSPCl ,

1

I
tuan , Dean Shocngirt. Mr. Brannon said he considered the response to the C

greater now than at any time during his more than 40 years m the country,
called on the single-ladies, Miss Laird and Miss Ratlipp, whose house adjoins
that of the men.

J. O OUXUA X VX -L.Yesterday was Korean New Year and thecountr

Jl°?X°?L
seei

?
S t0 ha

I
ebeen,able to get a new outfitpei ^iots m the presence of great povorty and much misery

a new outfit somewhere. Gaiety

Cordially yours,
Harold Voelkel



March 3, 1953 - H. Voelkel - 2-

The dinner was a big celebration with the return of Ned Adams from the States,

and Otto DeCamp from Japan. A new Youth for Christ worker, Douglas Cozart, who

v/ill live with the Kinslers in Taiku, came on the plane with them. It was a full

house, a crowded table, and a happy fellowship. Next morning bright and early I

^ot^up to accompany Stan Wilson to a breakfast prayer meeting held weekly at the

different houses by the younger missionaries. They met at 7:00 for breakfast,
spend time in a Bible study, and then go to prayer. I 1 11 see if I can remember

those present: Methodists Burkholder, Spitzkeit, and Don Payne; Oriental Mission-

ary Society Elmer Ki lbourno and Med Haynes; a Seventh Day Adventist (?); YMCA

Bill...*; TEAM Tom Watson; Youth for Christ Cozart; Presbyterians Wilson and

Voelkel* * It delighted me to learn of this fellowship. They are also concerned

with the work done among G.I.s and recently in conjunction with army chaplains,

have arranged for Saturday night popular Gospel meeting to be held in the Service

Club, where they are confident a good crowd can be gathered and evangelized.

That afternoon was the official welcome of the Texas "Friend-Ship yT

, a vessel

bringing 300 tons of grain, clothing, and supplies from the churches of Texas to

needy people in Korea, under the auspices of Church World Service. Chairs were

arranged alongside the vessel on the pier, and Korean government and diplomatic

dignitaries, missionaries and Korean church leaders gathered for the celebration.

Henry Appenzeller of C W S presided in front of the mike, the Salvation Army

Colonel Wang led in prayer, a representative from the Embassy spoke, and good

old Ham Te Yung Moska, vice-president of Korea, officially received the gifts.

That a man, hale and. hearty, as spry as ever, really pink-cheeked, and quite

equal to the occasion. My mind went back to Annual Meetings of our Mission 12

or 35 vears ago, when a solution was sought for this aged pastor, unable to work

and without resources. Now he is V.P. (very important), he arrived in

was faultlessly dressed, and thoroughly enjoyed the occasion. A

a harvest dance, with maskos and clever attire. It was

any more
his own car,
group of children put on
re&Lly tops, the first thing of its kind I T d ever seen.

On my way back to Non San, when we changed trains at le Jun, a group o± Americans

p 0 t on board with a number of English speaking Korean young fellows, really

superior. The Americans were an educational team, two women and five men, enroute

to Chun Ju. They had been holding classes in educational research for High

School urineinais in Pusan, who had been invited from all over the country. Now.
• ••* changed, if any, their "work-

the team had been sent out by

our American State Sept, which had recruited them from the UNITARIAN SERVICE

COMMISSION. Dear me, I had a sinking feeling. I learned that the women had been

invited to stay at the missionary home in Chun Ju, and I felt comforted, for I

knew if the Lintons spent some time whth these Unitarians, they would at least

learn of the definitely Trinitarian convictions of the Korean Church.

the team was visiting different areas to soe what

shops 51 had made in school set-ups. Now get this:

Cordially yours,

Harold Voclkcl.

Postscript by Gortnude Voelkel -

We want to let you know how very much we appreciate the letters from many

of vou kind friends. It lets us know these news letters are reaching you. ihoy

are' now being mimeographed and mailed out by the Word o± Life Press, iere 1
^-

Tokyo, Japan. But please do not let the Japanese address on the corner o

envelope confuse you for my correct address still is - Washington Hts. Dep. Mai ,

A. P. 0. 500, io P.M. San Francisco, Calif,

ad 6$ for airmail.



Dear Everybody,

Chaplain Harold Voelkel
Unit 6, P W Service
A.P.O. 59, f0 P.M. San Francisco, Calif

March 3, 1953

This is being written in Puean, my first visit in a month, and naturally in that
time much can happen* The trip from Non San, ’way out in the sticks where I am
now located to Te Jun (formerly Taiden) , on the mainland of the railroad is in
itself an adventure for the rail service is pretty primitive.

Yesterday morning when I boarded the G.I. car, there sat Margaret Pritchard of
the Southern Presbyterian Mission, who was en route to Japan for a little vaca-
tion. For over a year now, in fact a year and a half, she has kept close to her
work as head of the nursing school in Chun Ju, and since she has just capped 15*
nurses she has a month before the new class gets started, and so decided to get
in a little rest. She’ll fly, of course. She now has 40 nurses in the hospital,
which indicates something of the extent of the work they are doing. There are
orphanages of 150 and 350 children in Chun Ju under Mission auspices, and the
hospital has the responsibility of caring for the sick of these two institutions,
besides their regular patients. Margaret mentioned the large number of abandoned
babies that must be cared for. Children arc loft at the door of the hospital,
on benches in the corridors, and the other day some boys found a babe on the
railroad track, and as they were orphanage boys they brought it to the hospital.
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On the Seoul—Pusan train to which- we changed at Tq Jun, was Sue Adams coming down
to Pusan to meet Ned, returning from America and two new Evangelical Alliance men
( TEAM) , Thomas Watson and William Garfield, who are still exploring but have
decided to locate in Seoul, I haven’t been able to find out what particular
activity Watson intends to engage in (he did radio work in Japan), but Garfield”
will specialize in literature. Both intend to work in the language instead of
through interpreters.

t
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Whet a joy it was to find that dear old Chang Si the cook, formerly the Ross’
cook in Syen Chun, had prepared m&ndoo-kuk (dumpling soup) my favorite, with
rice and kimehi. How I ate’. Army food is tremendous these days with steaks,
baked ham, and fried chicken regularly, but as delicious as that is, it is good
to get back to rice and kimehi occasionally. This morning brought and early Pete
Mitchell, Southern Presbyterian treasurer, turned up with his two year old son
John. And what most significant history little Johniie is making’/ For he is the
.first missionary child to be admitted to come over since the beginning of this

,fpolice action” , and now that he has been permitted to come the other new, young
couples of the different Missions who have been studying in Japan, are hoping to
bo able to get over with their children, too. Mere history, 6'lhe Mitchells in
travelling from Pusan to Kwang Ju will not take the miserable train trip of 24
hours, but will fly, a mere hour’s trip. Iiow this; will interest the retired,
early members of the Missions’. A few more S.P, news items; Joe Hopper Senior is
teaching in a colored college and expects to return to Korea with Mrs. Hppper
next Fall. Florence Root is returning after a. six months furlough. In the Chun
Ju hospital the S.P . s. have a Norwegian nurse, Miss Astrid Kraakanec, who was a
member of the Norwegian hospital staff sent to Korea under U.N. (formerly a
China missionary)

, who instead of returning to Norway after her term of service,
offered herself to the Missions and was snapped up by the Southern Presbyterians.

On my way downtown this morning, the first thing to attract my attention was the
crowds lined up in front of the bank. Another financial crisis is upon us. You
remember that a number of months ago the government cracked down on all traders 1

who were exchanging money at any other than the ridiculously low rate of 6,000
to 1. All the Missions with their far-flung organizations and obligations to
schools, hospitals, relief agencies, etc., were without funds. Well, we are in
that fix again. The govenment has now required everybody to turn in his cash,
and is releasing the new currency at greatly restricted amounts. Everything is
tied up. Crowds were clamoring at the doors of the banks, with police trying to
preserve order. Here at the house for a few days they were limited to canned
salmon and ether staples they had or hand, until some new cash was issued.


